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Striding to the podium on 8 November 1990, as the sixteenth person to
lead the University of New Mexico (UNM), Richard E. Peck contemplated his transition from the vice-presidency of academic .affairs at
Arizona State University to the presidency of New Mexico's flagship
institution for higher learning..Whether .Roderick Stover in 1889 or Gerald
May ten decades lat'er, all UNM chief executives had struggled with the
intricacies of New Mexican public schooling. These included variables
of isolation" distance, a modest economic base, and few large urban
centers to employ the graduates of a comprehensive, graduate research
facility. UNMshared these factors with other universities, but one issue
separated Peck and his predecessors from the rest of American higher
education. From the daY,UNM opened its doors. in the summer of 1892,
administrators of the Albuquerque campus confronted the dilemma of
ethnic' inclusion versus. exclusion. This quandary contrasted with the
legal or customary. segregation facing. blacks, Hispanos, Indians, Asians, .
Jews, and women at neady.all ~ajorpublic institutions until the compulsory democratization <)f academia in the 1960s.
For those listening to the first public address of the new president,
Peck's words touched upon contemporary and historical patterns of
UNM; a flagship institution with the highest percentage of minority
students and faculty in the nation. Peck, an English professor and accomplished screenwriter, often turned his remarks to history, citing the
lessons learned from the land grant schools of the Midwest and the
European centers of medieval learning. He articulated his hopes, declarMichael Welsh is an associate professor of history at the University of Northern Colorado.
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Hokona Hall, girls' dormitory at the University of New Mexico, ca. 1915.
Photograph courtesy of Center for Southwest Research, neg. no. 000-003-0098.
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ing that UNM "should, and will become a 'University for the Americas' ... a center for teaching, research, and public service." Peck wished
to build upon what he called "our reputation as the place to study the
American Southwest." He deemed New Mexico's "culture, demographics, and physical environment" as essential in the shaping of three great
goals for the institution: "Programs which have some relationship to our
location in the Southwest; ... strengths in science and engineering; ...
[and] a University for the Americas."1
The irony of Peck's comments that autumn afternoon in Albuquerque was that the institution had often tried prior to his arrival to define
and implement programs consonant with New Mexico's rich tradition of
ethnic interaction. From its origins in the isolated, rural Southwest of
the Gilded Age, to its embrace of the nationalizing trends of World War
II, to the reassessments prompted by the post-cold war 1990s, UNM
vacillated among the competing forces of a complex racial and ethnic
society. Why Richard Peck had to renew the call for "una Universidad
para las Americas," and to quote at length from an earlier plan elaborated in 1912 by Edward Gray, said much about the lessons to be learned
from the efforts of UNM to meet its obligations to the citizenry of the
state. It also reminded students about the limitations that race posed
when the university did not incorporate all voices, nor provided enough
choices for a state whose public school population within a generation
would be comprised of 60 percent Hispano and Indian youth. 2
In his installation speech, Peck's references to Latin Ameri.can studies reveal the problems that he had already encountered in the search
process for his position. Hispano legislators and pressure groups proclaimed their discontent over the exclusion of Hispano candidates from
the pool of presidential finalists, citing the opportunity of UNM to speak
to a new vision of the state by hiring one of their own, rather than
someone from somewhere else who did not share their values or priorities. Peck acknowledged this issue in his address, noting that the quest
for ethnic harmony would be contentious. He discussed at some length
about how a Latin American initiative would move UNM further toward
racial harmony and academic respectability, and he hinted that his energies would focus south of the border rather than solely in New Mexico.
The most that Peck mentioned in reference to the challenge of race and
ethnicity in his new home was a brief suggestion that as part of a new
"core curriculum," he would "encourage the faculty to consider [as a]
possibility ... the historic and current culture of New Mexico and the
North American Southwest."3
A good place to begin such an inventory of the centrality of regional identity at UNM might be the vaunted "otherworldliness" of New
Mexico, heralded in song, story, and advertising slogans since the late
nineteenth century. The United States system of higher education had
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formed among English-speaking dwellers of the Atlantic seaboard and
the Ohio Valley, not in 'the deserts and mountains of the Southwest.
Their efforts to graft a "classical" European education onto an essentially frontier society based upon traditions of competition and individualism often clashed with the family and community orientation of
Native American and Hispano New Mexico. Compounding this was the
ambiguous premise of American higher learning: to uplift the masses in
a democratic society while ensuring a meritocracy of the learned and,
some would say, the privileged. This may have contributed to territorial
governor Lew Wallace (1878-1881) declaring, perhaps apocryphally:
"Every calculation based on experience elsewhere, fails in New Mexico."4
Statistical data for nineteenth-century New Mexico reveals much
about the difficulties facing the ambitious United States as it transported its conventions and beliefs to a region long familiar with ethnic
complexity and the imperative of accommodation. In 1846, when the
United States Army ventured down the Santa Fe Trail, the area now
called the "Land of Enchantment" had only 300 United States citizens,
most of them adult male merchants and traders. The first United States
census to include New Mexico found 61,500 "non-Indians" (nearly all
Hispano), and 45,000 Native Americans spread over 235,000 square miles
comprising the present states of New Mexico and Arizona. In 1847, the
first state constitutional convention convened in Santa Fe. The predominantly Hispano delegates asked Congress to create a system of
public instruction that would permit New Mexican youth to acquire the
benefits of Anglo-American life. In 1871, however, only 8 percent of
New Mexican children attended schools of any kind, and it would be two
more decades before the territorial legislature received permission from
the nation's lawmakers to create its own publicly financed network of
schools. 5
Students of New Mexican educational history equate not only race
but religion with the early denials of access to the concepts of Anglo
learning. Jane C. Atkins, author of a 1982 prize-winning UNM dissertation, detected a Protestant bias against the predominantly Catholic faith
of the Hispano population. William G. Ritch, a Wisconsin native appointed territorial secretary in 1873, told his superiors in Washington
that Catholicism was rife with "superstition," and that "the Church wanted
to keep its communicants ignorant." Ritch voiced the sentiments of the
notorious "Santa Fe Ring" of merchants, lawyers, landowners, and federal officials of New Mexico's Gilded Age who saw little value in uplifting the masses when the territory's resources and labor provided the
"Ring" with economic and political opportunity. Not until the arrival in
the 1880s of the transcontinental railroad did competing ideas of economic development touch New Mexico. Even then, the focus upon Anglo
superiority would go unquestioned. One example was the pronounce-
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ment of William Hazeldine, ajudge in the small community of New Albuquerque, east of the heavily HispanoOld Town along the Rio Grande. He
spoke at the ceremony in April 1880 honoring the completion of the rail
line from Kansas City to central New Mexico, remarking that its presence
meant that "knowledge, education, and advancement and progress shall
be the right of our people."6
Hazeldine's prediction came true within months of the opening of
New Mexico to rapid transportation to and from the East. One of the
earliest educators to step off the train was Charles E. Hodgin,a young
Quaker from Indiana who would teach for twelve years (1885-1897) in
the Albuquerque Public Schools (APS), and then serve UNM for the
next 28 years (1897-1925) in a variety of capacities. Retiring with the old
UNM administration building named in his honor, Hodgin was painfully
honest about the multicultural world revolving around Albuquerque. In
a 1907 letter to a friend in Terre Haute, Indiana, he wrote that teaching in
the New Mexican town was "the hardest work of my life." While conditions were typical of most frontier locale's (isolation, distance, a transient population, and poverty), Hodgin considered ethnicity to be his
greatest challenge in New Mexico. He labored to "bring system out of a
chaotic and cosmopolitan condition," which he attributed to the amalgamation in his classes Of "Mexicans, Indians, Negroes, Chinamen, etc.,
along with representatives of the more highly developed nationalities."?
, Without knowing it, the venerable Hodgin described one of the ironies of New Mexican ethnic history, and one which historians have yet
to address in much detail: how modernization only exacerbated the class
and ethnic differences in the territory. Nowhere was this more apparent
than in the "Duke City" of the late nineteenth century. Since the days of
the fur trappers 'and traders, the Hispano elite, known as "ricos,"had
joined with Anglo newcomers to secure economic advantage from the
growing urban-industrial society of the East. New Mexican scholars
write often about tension between the races, but less so about the alliance of Hispano and Anglo in the making of the Gilded Age economy.
This led to an interesting debate'in the territorial legislature in the winter of 1888-89, as the young Irish lawyer Bernard S. Rodey introduced
legislation to create the first New Mexican network of higher education.
Upon the official "reading" of the "Omnibus Bill," several Hispano lawmakers realized that Anglo-dominated communities had secured the
choice facilities: Las Cruces for the land-grant school (the future New
Mexico State University) and Albuquerque for the liberal arts campus.
Aware of the need to build ethnic coalitions with the normally Republican Hispano elite, the Democrat Rodey had suggested locating a
territorial "normal school" (teacher's college) in the heavily Hispano
community of Bernalillo, twenty miles north of Albuquerque and thirty
miles south of the capital c'ity of Santa Fe. Northern New Mexican repre-
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sentatives, however, requested their own teacher training institutions,
with the preferred choice being the small town of Los Ojos, near the Rio
Arriba County seat of Tierra Amarilla. Albuquerque's Hispano contingent in the legislature joined with other territorial lawmakers to defeat
these measures. They called for the location of UNM either near the
"Old Town" area or in the village of Barelas, both of which offered proximity to the heavily Hispano farming communities of the South Valley.s
Selection of land on the east mesa some five miles from Old Town as
the future home of UNM reflected the growing power of Anglo Albuquerque, especially the merchant class that owed its existence to the
Santa Fe Railroad. Section one of the final version ofRodey's omnibus
bill stated that the territorial university would be located "within two
miles north of Railroad [later Central] A venue ... upon a tract of good
high and dry land, of not less than twenty acres." Concerns had been
expressed not only about Old Town's proximity to Hispano neighborhoods, but also about flooding in the low-lying reaches of the Rio Grande
Valley. In addition, proponents of urban growth had targeted the land
east of the railroad depot, with housing already appearing in the "Huning
Highlands" area between the depot and the new home of New Mexican
higher education. By placing an Anglo institution near the confines of
"New Town," the lawmakers tacitly agreed that the economic future of
the territory would follow patterns of ethnic and racial division along
with the more easily explained factors of environment and geography.9
As in most western states, middle-class New Mexicans hoped that
the establishment of colleges and universities would somehow bridge
the chasm between the industrializing East and the realities of home.
The territorial legislature compounded the problems of ethnic competition by adding within the next ten years three additional institutions of
higher education: teachers colleges in Las Vegas (the future New Mexico
Highlands University) and Silver City (Western New Mexico University), and the New Mexico Military Institute (NMMI) in Roswell. Too
few tax dollars and too many schools, the bane of many western states
and territories, denied UNM enough funding to guarantee a center of
intellectual and professional excellence, even if the lawmakers had
wanted to transcend the racial disparities of New Mexico.
Evidence of the consequences of New Mexican history on the
struggle to provide equality in higher education appeared in 1927, when
Virgil Roy Gunn, a graduate student at the University of Chicago, came
to the state to study the demographic and geopolitical forces shaping
its public life. Citing census data from 1890, Gunn found that while the
nation as a whole had 21.1 people per square mile, New Mexico had but
1.3 persons; a figure totally inadequate to generate the critical mass of
revenue and appreciation for higher learning that one found in the industrial crescent from Baltimore to Boston to Minneapolis. Forty per-
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cent of all Americans by 1900, wrote Gunn, lived in cities and towns of
2,500 or more, while a mere 14 percent of New Mexicans did so. As late
as 1920, when the nation officially became "urban" (51.4 percent), resulting in major shifts of political and economic power from the farm to
the city, New Mexico still remained 82 percent rural, with only one community (Albuquerque) possessing more than 20,000 people. 'o
Of course Edmund G. Ross, territorial governor, could not know in
the late 1880s the significance of the data discovered a generation later
by Gunn. Yet Ross had to act upon the economic and ethnic realities that
Gunn's research outlined. When departing governor Ross signed the
omnibus bill on 28 February 1889, he recognized the ethnic and classbased conditions of territorial New Mexico by naming as regents four
Anglo males and one Hispano male. The latter, Mariano S. Otero, came
from a prominent territorial family that included Miguel Otero, Senior,
New Mexico's first Hispano delegate to Congress, and Miguel Otero,
Junior, the only Hispano governor of the Anglo-dominated territorial
era. Three other Hispanos had been nominated by Ross's successor,
Governor L. Bradford Prince: J.R. Armijo, Thomas C. Gutierrez, and N.T.
Armijo, all of Albuquerque. Mariano Otero also emerged as the first
president of the UNM board of regents, making him the nation's first
Hispano so designated in higher education. II
Mariano Otero and company devoted the first three years of their
terms as regents to planning and construction of a modest physical plant
on the high bluffs overlooking the Rio Grande. By the spring of 1892,
local citizens had become anxious about the opening of the territorial
university and pressured 'the regents to begin credit programs downtown in June of that year for schoolteachers in a public school'system
which was itself only one year old. Word of the school's existence spread
quickly in the small town of 4,500 people, and the first UNM class of 70
pupils included five Hispanos. Among them was Atanascio Montoya,
destined in 1896 to become UNM' s first Hispano graduate, then to be
hired in the Spanish language department as its first Hispano faculty
member. Montoya would eventually serve as superintendent of public
instruction for the state of New Mexico. Other notable students attending that first session in rooms rented from the Congregational Church's
private "Albuquerque Academy" included Charles Hodgin, the principal of the newly opened Albuquerque High School; and Robert Menaul,
son of John Menaul, the founder of the Albuquerque Indian School and
the Presbyterian Menaul School for young Hispano males. Ethnic realities dictated that the first UNM course catalogue be printed in Spanish
and English, but the direction of the territory towards an Anglo-defined
future was apparent in the core curriculum course offerings: Latin, Greek,
mathematics, and English composition and literature. '2
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In order to ensure the continuity of the new curriculum, the regents
employed Hiram Hadley in 1894 as the first "vice president of the faculty, "who had held a similar position at Las Cruces's New Mexico College of Agricultural Arts, until his dismissal with the change of political
administrations in Santa Fe. Before coming to the Southwest, Hadley
had operated in Richmond, Indiana, the "Hadley Normal Academy," that
Hodgin had once attended. Hadley promised the UNM regents that he
would provide the necessary sophistication that New Mexico sorely
needed, but he ran afoul of students lacking traditional learning, not to
mention parents unwilling to admit the weaknesses of their offspring.
Hadley, however, did not blame the Anglo youth for their transgressions. Instead he echoed the sentiments of his former pupil, Hodgin,
writing in 1897 to regent Frank W. Clancy: "Under a pressure to take in
everything that applied, especially if they were Mexicans, I spent very
nearly one-half of my energies last year in teaching two Mexicans who
scarcely belonged in the third grade of a Common School."l3
It would be easy to cite Hadley's private correspondence with a
UNM regent as proof of the parallels between New Mexico and the nation in matters of learning and race. Unfortunately, the Wallace cliche
about the state's differences may also work in reverse. Hadley had to
confront not only the reality of Hispano youth as potential students,
but he also had to respond to the needs of a territory and region that
underwent the same circuitous process of "Americanization" as Albuquerque. In 1896, when the regents asked the "vice-president of the
faculty" for evidence of UNM' s commitment to educational advancement, Hadley proudly reported the success of the Spanish program at
his small school. By hiring Montoya, UNM had an instructor noted for
his "very efficient and satisfactory" teaching. In addition, word ofUNM's
nascent expertise in Spanish-language instruction spread far and wide,
as Hadley entertained correspondence from school superintendents
throughout the region seeking a UNM graduate to teach their Hispano
students. Whether cynical or disingenuous, Hadley proclaimed to the
UNM governing board in language echoing later pronouncements of the
university's commitment to economic development: "It is doubtful
whether any other [academic program] offers greater commercial value
than Spanish."14
This acknowledgement of the realities of New Mexico's ethnic diversity had another manifestation in 1897 when President William
McKinley selected Miguel A. Otero, Junior, as territorial governor. Otero
would sit on the UNM board of regents ex-officio because of his status
as governor. He was not only New Mexico's first Hispanic chief executive under United States rule, but Otero also championed the new political philosophy of "Progressivism," a concept that originated among the
young, urban, professional classes of eastern and midwestern cities.
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Progessivism addressed problems caused by rapid growth of business
and industry;'especially their exacerbation of class and racial differences
between rich and poor. Non-partisan professionals, in the' eyes of these
progressive young reformers, applied principles of "efficiency and
economy" to the demands of the day, to provide all citizens with an
improved standard of living and work. Convirice'd that New Mexico had
to free itself from the dead hand of the Santa Fe Ring and ambivalent
about his own mixed racial background,Otero decided to employ as
UNM's president a young professor of geology from the University of
Chicago, Clarence Herrick. Considered a rising star in his field, Herrick
came to UNM primarily because he suffered from tuberculosis, a respiratory disease that brought so many Anglos westward for the "cure" of
clean air, high altitude, and lack of industrial pollution,lS
Herrick and Otero brought to UNM a focus on race and ethnicity
more sympathetic than the Social Darwininst sentiments of Hadley and
Hodgin. The historian David O. Levine confronted this issue when he
asked of the late-nineteenth century: "Was democratic higher learning
a contradiction in terms?" Herrick, whose curricultnri'vita included over
130 books and articles on geology and biology, assumed from Otero's
queries that New Mexicans wanted from UNM "adherence to the conventional and universally accepted standards of the best Eastern colleges." Yet Herrick also conceded that few New Mexicans of any ethnic
background were ready for a college career. His university, then, "would
continue to assist so far as possible such students [that enrolled] with
deficiencies in preparation." Within a year of making these promises,
Herrick received from Manuel C de Baca, Otero's superinte'ndent for
public instruction, a request for information about UNM's delivery of
services to the territory's diverse student population. "It 'has been the
privilege of the faculty," wrote Herrick, "to demonstrate that the youth
of New Mexico are not less capable or less ambitious than their comrades in other and older colleges." If the territory continued to support
the initiatives of Otero for economic growth, Herrick believed that "there
will soon be no excuse for any schools in the territory remaining without
a competent and specially trained teacher." Tothatend, the UNM president promised C de Baca: "The steady advance [made] by the native
people [the typical reference of the late nineteenth century for Hispanos]
is now reaching a point where they are able to take advantage of the
opportunities offered by the University."'6
Those "opportunities" ,would mean little, thought Herrick and Otero,
if the territory did not gain self-government in the form of statehood
and self-sufficiency in the form of development of its natural resources.
Herrick and his successor to the UNM presidency, William G. Tight
(1901-09), focused their energies not on inclusion of ethnic groups on
the campus, but upon Otero's larger goal of modernizing New Mexico to
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Aurelio Espinosa at the Coronado Quarto Centennial, ca. 1940. Photograph
courtesy of Center for Southwest Research, neg. no. 000-048-0063.

appeal to outside investors, migrants in search of a better life, and federal officials suspicious of the ability of the territory's "majority ofminorities." Otero himself in 1901 rankled Hispano leaders with support of
the "Springer School Law," requiring public school teachers to be competent in English as well as Spanish. C de Baca opposed Otero on this
measure, as he feared that it would deprive small villages in northern
New Mexico of their only source of instruction. Otero, however, prevailed. The Springer bill created the territorial board of education, whose
members included the presidents of the five institutions of higher learning. The "Americanization" of New Mexican students thus accelerated.
With schools like UNM required to provide better professional qualifications for teacher training graduates, the territory also guaranteed this
performance through the granting of instructional certificates. I?
By the early 1900s, then, the issue of race and ethnicity had become
entrenched, and the participants in the debate rarely could predict its
consequences. The best evidence of this was the commitment by President Tight to redesign the campus architectural plan around his personal vision of adobe style, even as he hired faculty and promoted course
development that prepared students for twentieth-century urban-industrial careers. As a professional geologist, Tight rode by carriage
around the Southwest taking pictures of the striking adobe structures of
the Pueblo Indians .. UNM's president had become enamored of their
clean lines, otherworldly form, and inexpensive construction. Tight also
learned of the emergent movement in art towards "primitivism" that had
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found a home in the eastern expatriate art colonies of Santa Fe and Taos,
which promoted Native American expression in painting and architecture as a challenge to the conventions of Victorian taste and design.
Hodgin, who found little of value in the racial realities of boomtown
Albuquerque, declared Tight's quest for a unifying architectural aesthetic on the UNM campus as "a new-old style which would make the
University absolutely distinctive." Hodgin, who came to know Tight
well, praised him for being "absorbed with this prospect of breaking
away from the common-place."ls
Much has been written about the commitment of President Tight to
the adobe revival on the UNM campus. He and his assistant Edward
Cristy devoted long hours to the proper design criteria for the buildings
appearing on the east mesa. Among these were the electric powerhouse,
the "estufa" (the meeting room of the Phi Kappa Alpha fraternity), a
performing arts facility (Rodey HalI), and two dormitories, which Tight
fancifully named "Kwataka" and "Hokona," which he translated as
"Pueblo" for "Man-Eagle" and "Virgin Butterfly," respectively. Less is
known of Tight's endorsement in 1907 of the "Indigent Students Act."
Each territorial lawmaker could nominate one student from their district
for financial aid to a New Mexican co lIege of their choice, as could each
county commissioner. The legislature provided two hundred dollars per
student, and institutions could "share" available positions if a student
left school. This legislation helped increase in Hispano enrollment. The
lawmakers also created in 1909 the "Spanish-American Normal School,"
dedicated to preparation of teachers in the heart of Hispano northern
New Mexico. Tight took great pride in hiring Aurelio Espinosa, a 1902
graduate of UNM, for the department of languages. Espinosa, who would
one day chairthe modern languages department at Stanford University,
wrote a" play for Tight's newly created "Language Series" on faculty
research. The UNM president used Espinosa's play, "Los Comanches,"
as evidence of the increasing quality of his faculty, informing the regents in 1908 that the native of Del Norte, Colorado, had "already attracted worldwide attention," with distribution of 1,100 copies of the
play within months of its initial publication. '9
Espinosa would playa less auspicious role in the drama of race and
ethnicity, as President Tight felI victim in 1909 to the argument that
ethnic diversity retarded New Mexico's advancement. Tight supposedly
alienated many Anglo (and some Hispano) members of the Albuquerque
community by suggesting that UNM should reflect primitive and heathen cultural dimensions, not modern taste. More likely, Tight had not
given UNM the aura of sophistication that some leaders sought as New
Mexico moved inexorably toward statehood. This struggle reached its
apogee in 1909 with the selection of Edward Dundas McQueen Gray to
replace Tight as UNM's chief executive. A tuberculosis sufferer who
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had moved in the 1880s from his native England to the Pecos Valley to
invest in the agricultural "boom" of the Carlsbad Irrigation District, Gray
possessed a glittering resume of awards and degrees from England, including a doctorate from the University of London. Hugh M. Bryan, the
son of UNM regent R. W.D. Bryan and himself a future Rhodes scholar,
spoke in later years of Gray as "one obsessed to learn" and willing to
"stand the necessary grind of constant study." Bryan also remembered
the a·ustere British academic as irritated that "so few students admitted
a zeal for knowledge," and that UNM's "classroom work failed to attain
his idea of accuracy. "20
Gray moved quickly to accelerate UNM's intellectual advancement,
releasing faculty whom he believed did not contribute to the rigor and
standards he had known in Europe. One such casualty was Espinosa,
who had approached Gray in March 1910 seeking an increase in salary
and an appropriation for library purchases of Spanish language titles
needed for his research on "Spanish Dialectology and Folklore." Gray
imperiously informed Espinosa that his research on New Mexican folkways was parochial,and that Espinosa was unfit to teach even the introductory Spanish and French courses that he had offered since 1902. As
the first Hispano faculty member at UNM to earn a doctorate (University
of Chicago, cum laude, 1909), Espinosa recoiled from the pettiness of
Gray's actions and words. "It is the most vile and malicious, false insult," Espinosa told regent James Wroth, "that 1 have ever received,
from a man who occupied such a noble position as his." In attempting to
retain his position, Espinosa submitted to the regents his publications,
which included his play "Los Comanches," a third-year college Spanish
textbook, and his dissertation on New Mexican Spanish linguistics, published both by UNM and by a German press. To Espinosa's amazement,
the regents upheld Gray's refusal to offer him a contract, and the UNM
president seemed unfazed when Stanford University hired Espinosa the
following year to chair their department of modern languages. 21
Purging UNM of the "provincial" nature of New Mexican scholarship fit Gray's larger plan to uplift the territorial institution; a decision
that also postponed Tight's dream of a unified campus architectural
design. Gray followed the firing of Espinosa with a declaration to the
regents that no new facilities would be built in the Pueblo style. This
action outraged the UNM Alumni Association, whose secretary William
B. Wroth sought opinions from its membership about the merits of Tight's
initiative. "Do you believe that the Pueblo Architecture," said the son of
regent James Wroth, "is advantageous to the development ofthe greater
university and most characteristic of our Great Southwest?" Regent Bryan
solicited the advice of Edgar Lee Hewett, director of the Santa Fe-based
School of American Archeology (later renamed the School of American
Research). Bryan hoped that Hewett, a proponent of native cultural
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forms and an archeologist of some renown, ~ould mobilize the Santa Fe
art colony to bring national pressure upon Gray, whom he described as
"a talented and cultured gentleman" who found it "difficult ... to see
anything meritorious in any strictly American production." Gray preferred the "mission" style of architecture that became popular in southern California in the 1880s after the arrival of the railroad and tourism.
The UNM president admired the more ornate, sweeping lines of this
style, as well as its mythical evocation of Spanish nobility and grandeur.
Bryan, perhaps foretelling the "Pueblo-Deco" style of John Gaw Meem
on the UNM campus, hoped that a succesful defense of regional design
might one day inspire a young architect to "produce an entirely new and
distinctive architectural type which would be notable, truly American
and absolutely beautiful." This in turn would silence Gray and other
critics of the campus master plan, whom Bryan believed saw "such architecture [turning] for inspiration to barbarism," and who claimed that
the "whole idea [was] belittling for the head of the educational system
of theTerritory ."22
Edward Gray struggled for three years with the dynam ics of race and
ethnicity at UNM. In 1912, with the grant of statehood, New Mexican
political leaders discarded him as they had done Tight. It was somehow
fitting that in his last months, Gray suggested a venture for UNM that
was so novel that its content merits analysis as much for what it says
about the journey of ethnic understanding at the university as it does
the personal motives of Gray. In February 1912, one month after President William Howard Taft signed legislation bringing New Mexico into
the Union, Gray published in the UNM Bulletin a paper entitled, "The
Spanish Language in New Mexico: A National Resource." Gray noted:
"The time is crucial; pregnant with issues which for weal or woe will
undoubtedly affect the whole body of citizens." He knew that economic
concerns shaped the vision of leaders in any new political endeavor.
"Yet, to reckon among the resources of a State," the president warned,
"those possessions alone which are called material, is to form but a
partial estimate of the wealth of its inhabitants."23
Almost as if his impending departure from UNM had opened his
eyes, Gray advised his Anglo peers to assess one human resource, "the
value of which had never been fully estimated, possibly never really
apprehended." Gray contended that the bilingual talents of many New
Mexicans had "often been made a·matter of reproach .... by many who
had faile.d to comprehend its real value." Because of this, said the president who had fired Espinosa two years earlier, "the very possessors of
[Spanish] themselves have. frequently held it in small esteem." Then in
a passage ironic for its day, Gray conceded: "The man equipped with
two.mo.ther tongues is, along the Iines of commerical effort and business
life in general, doubly armed .... There isno foreign language, which
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possesses so great a practical value for the American citizen as Spanish
does." Summoning logic that still influences international relations, even
as it escapes modern-day nativists,. the English-born scholar prophesied that "the relations of the American commonwealth with the Spanish republics ... are rapidly becoming the most important extra-national
relations that the United States is forming or likely to form for many
years to come."24
To serve the collateral interests of the nation, New Mexico, and his
university, Gray called upon the United States government to establish
at UNM "a Spanish-American College." He found it troubling that federal funds subsidized what he called Indian "intellectual and educational progress," while the majority of Hispanos suffered what Gray
termed "a gross injustice [to] a high-spirited and loyal people." By locating in Albuquerque a four-year school for the study of things
Hispano, students from other parts of the country could immerse themselves in New Mexican folkways and culture prior to joining the diplomatic corps or the world of international trade. Gray questioned
ambassadors from Brazil and Chile on the subject, and in 1910 he solicited President Taft's endorsement of the plan. In classic Progressive
style, Gray closed his appeal to the federal government by calling for
racial harmony in New Mexico to further such initiatives as his
Spanish-American college. "A union of such character," he hoped,
"would go far to obliterate the lines of division which have too long
marred the fair face of our Sunshine State." In remarks that would haunt
New Mexico throughout the twentieth century, Gray believed that the
state, "in the opinion of all thinking men, must ... stand or fall according
to the manner in which the question of race and languages is handled by
its citizens." If New Mexico chose the path of "liberality [and] kindliness," it would thrive. To revert to the old pattern of'''separation, jealousy, and distrust," however, guaranteed failure. "The right of the
Spanish American," said Gray, "to the unrestricted development of his
racial inheritance in language is incontestable." He wished for New
Mexico's Hispanos "the freest concession of that right and the most
generous grant of opportunity for its exercise."25
Not surprisingly, reaction around New Mexico to Gray's newfound
embrace of "Hispanidad" was mixed. On the national scene, his article in
the UNM Bulletin (which Gray mailed far and wide) received dozens of
responses from congressmen and senators, as well as from public officials in Washington and diplomats in Latin America. Funding for the
Spanish-American College, however, was another matter. The New
Mexico legislature, strapped for cash in the· first years of statehood,
could not underwrite the Spanish-American College. In Washington,
the federal government watched with growing concern the impending
war in Europe, and had no inclination to subsidize programs benefitting
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a part of the world, Latin America, that posed little threat to national
security. Finally, Gray sent his'proposal to Frederick Taylor Gates, a
program officer with the John D. Rockefeller Foundation in New York.
Gray knew of the Rockefeller family's investments in Central and South
America, and of its support for broadly conceived social programs on
private college campuses. Unfortunately, Gates never responded to the
Spanish-American College, and Gray left the UNM campus no more able
to advance the cause of ethnic understanding than when he arrived. 26
Implementing self-government for New Mexico meant new leadership for its flagship university; leadership that would seek a balance of
national and local experience in education, as well as fulfillment of the
Americanizing principles of the Progressive Era. Thus the university
regents replaced the gifted but troubled Gray with another midwesterner,
David Ross Boyd. The latter had achieved some measure of fame as the
first president of the University of Oklahoma, only to be fired when that
state entered the union. A staunch Presbyterian, Boyd prevailed upon
his church to appoint him "Superintendent of Education of the Women's
Board for Home Missions." As such he coordinated the Presbyterians'
network of mission schools in Puerto Rico, Cuba, the Appalachian Mountains, the Southwest, Utah, and Alaska. 27 Boyd's travels brought him
often to New Mexico in the years 1908-12, where he visited
Albuquerque's Menaul School, and Santa Fe's Allison School for Girls
(later renamed the Allison-James School). Tiring of his lengthy sojourns
by rail and horse-drawn carriage, Boyd engaged Albuquerque civic and
political leaders in conversations regarding the replacement of Edward
Gray.
These discussions bore fruit at a moment of change for the Southwest and for its ethnic groups. Boyd brought to UNM racial stereotypes
that had emerged in his mission work. He told the regents upon his
hiring that his duties would be hindered by the university's location in a
state that was over 50 percent Hispano. Revealing a lack of understanding about the cultural realities of his new home, Boyd considered UNM
a "weak and struggling institution" because Hispanos "are illiterate and
very few of them [are] able to speak or understand the English language."
As he had done while superintendent of.the Presbyterian missions, Boyd
immediately went on a tour ofthe teachers institutes, where New Mexican instructors gathered for brief sessions each summer to acquaint
themselves with advances in their profession. These were often held in
isolated locations, and attendees rarely had any college training" let
alone certification from a four-year institution. 28
Boyd's missionary persona, replete with kindness and firmness, impressed Anglo New Mexicans who hoped for someone like him to reconcile the cultural dilemma they perceived as centering on language. From
his work with the Presbyterians, Boyd knew that Hispanos were a poten-
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tial source of enrollment in New Mexican schools, and they could serve
as the basis of future growth for UNM if only they could be taught
English. Boyd was no stranger to bilingual efforts in education, having
written an article for the Presbyterian Home Mission Monthly on the
topic: "Does It Pay to Teach the Mexicans." Katherine Birdsall, amember of the national mission board, congratulated Boyd on his appointment to UNM, and she Cited this article as a harbinger of good times for
New Mexico's ethnic groups. "Doubtless it will be an easy matter for
you to dictate on a subject" that Birdsall called the "Mexican issue,"
which she believed, Boyd knew "so thoroughly." Leading Presbyterians in the state echoed Birdsall's sentiments, with one declaring after
Boyd's visits to the teachers institutes: "In almost every instance where
Mexican families showed improvement in home surroundings, and public spirit in the community, they have been trained in the mission schools
... supported by our and other churches."29
Like his predecessors, Boyd addressed the issue of regional style in
the architectural design of UNM. Boyd chose the path of Tight in returning to the Pueblo form, yet he also understood Gray's repulsion at
the prim itivism of some New Mexican renditions of adobe architecture.
The UNM president corresponded often about the campus master plan
with Vernon Louis Parrington, a former Oklahoma professor of English
who was fired along with Boyd in the "statehood purge" of 1908.
Parrington, who would write a Pulitzer prize-winning series on American history, sympathized with Boyd's struggle to bring some order to
ethnically diverse New Mexico. On one occasion Boyd informed
Parrington, who was teaching English at the University of Washington,
that the idea of Tight's Pueblo revival was "an excellent one," hindered
only by the poor quality of construction and "a lack of adaptation,"
which Boyd identified as "too much'imitation."
The new UNM president wanted Pueblo dormitories, dining halls,
and "social halls," surrounding a quadrangle "with an effective addition
of old Mission style of architecture." For that purpose, Boyd solicited
the opinon of Beverly King, a prominent New York architect who was
designing a "Spanish mission" science hall for the University of Denver.
King praised Boyd for his "bold step in the right direction," as America
had "so few traditions." Administrators like Boyd "should not only carefully preserve those [traditions] we have but seek to amplify and encourage them wherever possible." The New York architect came to
Albuquerque to view the small campus, and interpreted its message as
"purely American ... lacking in certain emotional or spiritual refinement
due entirely to the lack of education and feeling in those early days [the
origins of the school]."30
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King's advice, plus Boyd's tours around New Mexico, led the UNM
chief executive to champipn in 1913 a coinpetiton for an "up-to-date
landscape architect and town planner" to redefine the university's architectural statement to the community. The most notable respondent
was Louis H. Sullivan, designer of some of the country's first skyscrapers. UNM's attempt to revive and modify Tight's Pueblo style "interested me greatly," Sullivan wrote to Bryan. While the Chicago architect
knew of New Mexico's lack of funding for such a grand scheme, .the
indigenous cultural milieu offered any architect an opportunity for experimentation found nowhere else in America. "Your ideas impress me
as running in the right direction," said Sullivan, and he asked for further
information on the bid process for the UNM architecturecontract. 31
Boyd's travels into the New Mexican countryside inspired his call
for adobe style on campus. Like Tight, these journeys also brought Boyd
to the doorsteps of the famed·art colonies of Santa Fe and Taos. Walking
through the Taos studio of Bert Phillips, the UNM president described
his work as revealing "those qualities which are being sought by the
demand of awakening interest indistinctive American art." Boyd admired the talents of these expatriate easterners who exhibited the brilliance of European masters, but who went beyond the formalism of New
York's "Hudson River School," as well as the pessimism of the
urban-inspired "Ashcan School." The Four Corners area of the Southwest offered a uniquely American setting for artists, thought Boyd, who
then told Phillips that UNM's Pueblo design might advertise the art colonies as much as their paintings could lure sophisticated migrants to New
Mexico. 32
Unfortunately for Boyd, the more prosaic realities of student recruitment required inclusion of New Mexicans heretofore ignored or unprepared for the academic life of a liberal arts campus. As he did with the
regional architectural plan, Boyd solicited advice from Anglos in northern New· Mexico about the best means to attract Hispanos. The most
unusual response, yet one that was revealing forthe depth of feeling by
Anglos toward New Mexico's ethnic majority, came from Clara True,
co-owner of the Pajarito Ranch near Espanola. True had worked with
the United States Indian Service, the forerunner of the modern-dayBureau of Indian Affairs, and agreed to help Boyd bring Hispanos to UNM
if the president in turn recommended her for the position of assistant
commissioner for Indian affairs. For True, the problem facing Hispanos
of northern New Mexico was that the legislature had catered to them by
creating the Spanish-American Normal School. The EI Rito campus, she
declared, was "a waste of goodmoney,"and "ought to be made a prepa-
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ratory school for Mexicans." Its graduates then could be encouraged to
attend UNM, and the opinionated former Indian affairs employee concluded: "If I were not a rancher and out of practice, I'd go after the work
of licking some Spanish cubs into submission."33
While True's aggressive recruiting style brought no students to
. UNM, Boyd's persistence and the Presbyterian network did have its
effect upon campus numbers, curriculum and instruction. By 1915 he
had prevailed upon the state legislature to finance new construction,
which Boyd planned as a hybrid of adobe and mission forms. He also
saw enrollment grow from the embarrassing number of 78 students that
he had found in 1912 to 137 three years later. A lack of public anxiety
about race and ethnicity led Boyd to believe that these issues had also
been addressed to the satisfaction of New Mexicans. "This [UNM] probably will be my last important educational work," he wrote to J.0.
Notestein of the College of Wooster, Boyd's alma mater in Ohio. He
estimated that New Mexico was now almost equally balanced between
Hispano and Anglo (180,000 each), and considered it "remarkable how
well the two races [were] getting along." Leaders of both cultural groups
had labored "studiously and very effectively ... to allay and extinguish
all race prejudice." Now the only source of ethnic tension resided among
"the recent comers of both races, as we have some that come from Old
Mexico, as well as Americans who come from other sections of our country. "34
Lifted by this sense of optimism, Boyd in 1915 also revived Gray's
idea to create on campus a center for Latin American study. Ever willing
to pursue national ideas for his institution, Boyd wished to takeadvantage of the curiosity engendered by successful completion of the Panama
Canal in 1914, as well as confusion over the impact of the Mexican Revolution. Boyd thus hired UNM's first Latin American historian, Dr. Roscoe
Hill, and called for creation of a "School of Latin American Affairs."
Like Gray, Boyd saw New Mexico's Spanish-language realities as marketable, although only three Hispanos had enrolled out of 206 UNM
students. YoungHispanos, Boyd hoped, would feel more comfortable at
the university if their heritage were held in higher regard, and if UNM
pursued the professional fields of business, diplomacy, and language.
The university, moreover, would reap a windfall of positive national publicity. Across New Mexico, people would see that UNM did indeed exist,
in Boyd's words, as "the servant of all the people."
Hill played an important role in that campaign, traveling to small
Hispano villages to address parents in their native tongue about the
new directions that UNM hoped to pursue. The Albuquerque Evening
Herald gave Boyd the recognition he had sought when, after an appearance by Hill in Santa Rosa, it reported that the Latin American professor
wanted to "awaken in Spanish-speaking people a realization of oppor-
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tunity for higher education at UNM." Hispano attendees that evening
"felt gratified that the University could and should send a speaker to
address them in their own language." The Albuquerque Evening Herald
reported no inconsistency in having a bilingual UNM professor recruit
children of monolingual Hispano parents to come to a campus unsure of
the place of ethnicity in its curriculum, hiring practices, or academic
research. 35
As with earlier attempts to expand the campus ethnic base, UNM
once again fell victim to national patterns of Americanization and rejection of difference when the war in Europe ensnared the United States.
Levine theorized that World War I signalled a new era for American universities. Coursework shifted from the liberal arts and humanities to practical training in science, technology, and engineering. Historian Michael
McGiffert detected on the nation's campuses a "sudden and gratifying
prominence" emanating from such programs as the Student Army Training Corps (SA TC). 36
Hundreds of young single males from around New Mexico and across
the country enrolled at UNM during the war, with little or no time to
promote anything like Hill's Hispano recruiting or Boyd's Latin American School. Other forces mitigating against ethnic study included the
anti-German' propaganda sweeping the nation, which led UNM to release a young instructor of the German langauge, John Gruner, because
the New Mexico state chapter of the National Defense Council feared
his influence over impressionable young men. Most telling was the redesign of the liberal arts curriculum under the heading of the "War Issues" course. Later to be known in the 1980s and 1990s as the
oft-maligned "Western Civilization" history class, War Issues arose from
the military's desire to "enhance the morale of the members of the [SATe]
by giving them an understanding of what the war is about and of the
supreme importance to civilization of the cause for which we are fighting." The aim of the course, said SATC officials, was to "present facts
rather than propaganda," so that "the issues of the war [become] a living reality to each man."3?
World War I did not last long enough to impart to the UNM campus
the profound changes experienced at colleges and universities in larger
urban areas of the East and West Coasts and the industrial Midwest.
The university tried to offer its academic services to the federal government, but the war effort required highly skilled scientists and technicians, areas in which UNM had little competence. The state and nation
became buffeted by the conservative tide of 1919-1920, in which divisive issues like immigration, radical politics,. and bureaucratic growth
alienated many war-weary Americans. In a climate of "red· scares," race
riots, and budget cutting, Boyd's appeal to the New Mexico legislature
regarding funding cuts in the spring of 1919 met with staunch resis-
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tance. Even the Hispano governor, Octaviano Larrazol0, later to become
America's first Hispano United States senator, agreed with Anglo and
Hispano lawmakers that New Mexico, could not afford doubling of the
UNM budget to create the type of institution that other, more prosperous states could sustain. John D. Clark, a chemistry professor who served
UNM for 36 years (1907-1943), reminisced late in his career about the
lost opportunity of 1919, and of the subsequent decision by Boyd to
step down as UNM's chief executive. "Had World War I not come on,"
said Clark in the midst of a second global conflict, "we would have
become a very fine institution by the early twenties." Whether motivated by a desire to emphasize its ethnic dimensions or to embrace the
modernization prompted by federal spending on a war economy, UNM
would be, in the words of Clark, "many years in getting back to where we
were when this war began."38
Gerald D. Nash, a distinguished UNM history professor, found that
during World War I in the American West a combination of federal contracts for agriculture and industry; plus an influx of jobseekers, made the
region "more populous, more prosperous, and perhaps more sober ... in
1919 than it had been five years earlier." This affected Governor Larrazolo
and state lawmakers as they contemplated Boyd's replacement as UNM
president, and as they casted about for new directions for their impoverished state (ranked 47th out of 48 for per capita income in 1920). Larrazolo
and the UNM regents believed that they had found such a leader in
David Spence Hill, a forty-six year old native of Nashville, Tennessee,
who had compiled a solid if not superlative academic record as an educational psychologist at Tulane University, the George Peabody Teachers College in Nashville, and most recently at the University of Illinois.
Most appealing to the regents was Hill's seeming familiarity with the
rising popularity of intelligence testing (or IQ, for "Intelligence Quotient").
The historian Paula Fass has written about the use of standardized
objective tests to determine who should and should not advance academically into the higher reaches of the nation's educational 'system.
Rooted in an odd melding of Progressive educator John Dewey's
"child-centered" instruction philosophies, the United States Army's
need during the war for quick assessment of the training potential of its
recruits, and the old desire for racial isolation in a segregated society, IQ
testing and other measures promised to remove the subjectivity that
haunted so many public endeavors involving the dilemma of equality
and merit. Among David Hill's publications that convinced the UNM
regents of his fitness for the task of modernizing the university were
full-length manuscripts entitled, "An Experimental Study of Delinquent
Boys and Ameliorative Measures in the United States;" "Retardation,
Its Causes and Remedies;" and "An Experiment with Pugilism."39
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Even before Hill's arrival on the UNM campus in 1919, the intersection of race and nationalism generated controversy. Between the outbreak of Spanish influenza in the winter, the escalating pace of tubercular
patients, and the return of New Mexican servicemen with new strains of
venereal disease contracted through sexual contact overseas, the state
could not handle the burden of medical care, nor did it fully understand
the political implications of all these diseases. New Mexico not only
lacked a medical college; it had no state public health service to provide
advice and guidance to citizens about preventative care. Of the three
factors driving the need for change in public attitudes about medicine
and health, state officials were most disturbed by the rates of gonorrhea
and syphilis. These they attributed to "an ignorant class [Hispanos]
who are permeated through and through with venereal disease, especially, and most everything else in general." It galled John Wagner, Governor Larrazolo's state school superintendent, to have to provide
instruction in sexual hygiene in New Mexican schools. ,wagner feared
for the virtue of young New Mexican women teaching this subject in the
public schools, and he informed the federally funded "Interdepartmental Social Hygiene Board" that New Mexico would refuse "to give instruction in the effect of venereal diseases, and in general set up an
agency for the combating of this evil."40
As was often the case when Anglo New Mexican officials spoke
honestly about their prejudices against the state's ethnic populations,
Hill had to temper these sentiments in the face of the university's need
of Hispano political support. The American Legion, composed primarily
of Hispano war veterans, undertook a promotional campaign after World
War I to characterize themselves, in the words of President Hill, as "loyal
patriots." The veterans pressed UNM and the state's lawmakers with
calls for increased educational opportunity, which Hill described as compounded by "the unusual difficulties presented by problems of race,
finance, and ... by enormous distances." Since Governor Larrazolo and
the legislators either would not, or could not, meet the educational needs
of Hispanos, Hill took it upon himself to approach Dr. Abraham Flexner,
director of the General Education Board (GEB) of the Rockefeller Foundation. He tried to convince Flexner that New Mexico's circumstances
required extraordinary measures for correction. Knowing of the
Rockefeller family's longtime support of historically black southern colleges such as Fisk University in Nashville, the UNM president informed
Flexner that "the peculiar racial problems in this State are not dissimilar
to the problems of race and politics now urgent in the southern states."
Hill conceded that New Mexico by comparison had "a composite but
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small population," all the more reason for the GEB to fund programs at
UNM that would accelerate the process of "education and' Americanization'" that New Mexico's leaders craved, but could neither fund nor
explain accurately to the disparate ethnic matrix of Hill's new home. 41
Wishing to demonstrate to the Rockefeller program director the commitment ofUNM to ethnic inclusion, David Hill brought back to campus
in the fall of 1919 Atanascio Montoya to serve as a "Specialist in Rural
Education." Montoya, who had left the faculty in 1902 over a salary
dispute with Tight, traveled throughout New Mexico to "encourage and
persuade Spanish-American children to persist in school." He also compiled lists of prospective students for admission to UNM, and he gave
workshops in rural schools to improve instruction and facilities. Montoya
claimed particular success in northern and northeastern New Mexico,
citing as one example the coal-mining community of Raton. "I feel safe
in saying," said the school visitor, "that at least one half of the 1920
Raton High School graduates will attend the University next year."
Though that figure proved quite optimistic, and Montoya departed UNM
soon thereafter, the emphasis on outreach and personal contact did have
an effect on one Raton student, Thomas L. Popejoy, who would enroll at
UNM in the fall of 1921 to embark upon a notable career as an athlete,
administrator, and finally a twenty-year tenure (1948-1968) as the first
New Mexican president of the institution. While Popejoy rarely spoke of
his experiences in a multicultural town like Raton, his tenure at the university was marked by careful avoidance of racial antipathy, and he encouraged UNM students to achieve their potential regardless of their
ethnic or racial backgrounds. 42
President David Hill received his first opportunity to apply his own
professional training to New Mexico's racial dynamics in the summer of
1921, when he accepted a grant from the Psychological Corporation of
New York to fund projects utilizing the latest methodology in the social
sciences. Hil1 identified "racial differences" as New Mexico's most pressing psychological issue, connecting these to the state's "many Indian
tribes still living in nearly primitive conditions," and its "strong percentage of Spanish Americans." Hill also commended the work of the
state legislature in 1921 as it passed "An Act Providing for the Appointment of Indigent Students to Various State Educational Institutions."
Modeled on the territorial-era "indigent student fund," this program
allocated $100 awards to needy students up to a total appropriation of
$7,300, or 73 students statewide. Given that Hill's UNM had but 250
students that year, any additions with full financial support would be
welcomed. 43
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The pressures of modernizing New Mexico's flagship state university without the necessary funds or public commitment wore on Hill, and
his remarks on the intractable nature ofrace and ethnicity reflected that
strain as the I 920s progressed. Though he succeeded in 1922 in earning
the critical recognition of the North Central Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools (NCA), he failed in several attempts to impress the
review board of the Association of American Universities (AAU), making New Mexico by 1930 the only state in the nation without an accredited graduate school. Further criticism of college youth in the 1920s
linked them to the rising tide of "socialism" or "syndicalism" as it was
sometimes called. This led David Hill to react to correspondence with
Roscoe Hi11, who had left UNM during World War I to serve in the United
States State Department. Writing from Managua, Nicaragua, Roscoe Hill
informed the UNM president of the increasing turmoil throughout Latin
America, driven as much by American corporate investment and the use
of United States marines in places like Nicaragua as by the strident rhetoric of socialism. Despite his lack of experience in Latin American affairs,
David Hill wrote back to the former UNM history professor that "comments on the handling of public funds in the tissue-paper republics of
Latin America ... [are] in line with all I have ever heard of that part of the
world." Living in a state a mere ten years removed from terrritorialism
and with a population primarily Hispano and Native American, David
Hill characterized Latinos as "incapable of self-government." He conceded that President Woodrow Wilson had been right to declare that
"self-determination is the right of all thinking beings." UNM's chief
executive remained convinced, even though he had never been south of
EI Paso, that "some races are still in their childhood in matters of finance. "44
It was fitting that David Hill came to such an understanding of race
in American public life, and that he failed like his predecessors in his
efforts to merge his vision of modernization with the realities of New
Mexico. He faced escalating criticism throughout the I 920s for his aloof
manner, his condescending attitude toward New Mexican students, and
his failure to reach out to the state and make it feel part of the life of the
campus. Thus it was no surprise that David Hill turned in 1922 to an idea
that had already surfaced under presidents Gray and Boyd: creation of
what David Hill called a "School of Spanish Literature and Life." Echoing the thoughts of Gray, Hill wrote about the failure of the United States
after annexation of the Southwest "to educate [native New Mexicans]
into the efficiency of health, industrial pursuits, and Americanization
that was done in the case of [Puerto] Rico, the Phillippines [sic], and
Hawaii." Offering his adopted state as "a truly missionary field for educational effort," Hill established four goals for his regional study center:
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"Study and conversation of Spanish literature and culture as it
exists in New Mexico; The training of teachers of Spanish language and literature, both for their specific work and also women
for business or governmental service in Spanish-speaking countries; Research into conditions affecting the welfare of the
Spanish-speaking people in New Mexico [defined by Hill as 'sociological surveys; studies of the blind, the deaf, the delinquent;
studies of vocations in agriculture, commerce, manufacturing,
mining, etc.']."4S
To fund this latest reincarnation of Gray's Spanish-American College, David Hill approached New Mexico's Hispano elite for their endorsements. One such supporter was former governor Larrazolo, a native
of Mexico whose family in the 1880s had fled the economic turmoil of the
"Porfiriata;" the dictatorial rule of Porfirio Diaz (1880-1910) that revolved
around the invitation of American and European business people to
invest in the modernization of Mexico. Larrazolo called Spanish "the
most beautiful and charming language on earth," and decried the lack of
emphasis on language studies in the United States. This he attributed to
America's "phenomenal and unprecedented growth and success" in becoming "the wealthiest, the most prosperous, and may I add, the most
powerful nation on earth." Yet this haste had also rendered Americans
at a disadvantage in foreign policy and commerce in Latin America.
Larrazolo marveled at how German residents of his home country had
learned the Spanish language and "the habits, customs and aspirations
of [the Mexican] people .... Until we identify ourselves more closely
with [Latin America] than we have in the past," said Larrazolo, the United
States could never "carry out the obligations that we have voluntarily
accepted toward these countries" under twentieth-century interpretations of the interventionist Monroe Doctrine. 46
Larrazolo was not to be outdone by local Albuquerque attorney
Antonio A. Sedillo, who saw benefits accruing to all New Mexicans from
David Hill's proposal. Sedillo, whose daughter Mela Sedillo attended
UNM in the 1920s and who organized the first Anglo-Hispano sorority
in the United States on the university campus, proclaimed that New
Mexico "shall always be the ideal spot in our country from which to
study Spanish life, custom, and civilization." In addition, David Hill's
School of Spanish Literature and Life could advance Sedillo's own desire for "Americanization of our [New Mexican] citizenship." Antonio
Sedillo, who would serve UNM in the 1920s as a regent, concurred with
Larrazolo's criticism of American myopia about language, but he hoped
that "our dear University may become, as it should, world famous through
such means, and the better [to] accomplish this great mission of peace
and the dissemination of learning, liberty and service."47
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Perhaps tht: most intriguing voice raised in sponsorship of David
Hill's Hispano initiative was that of Adelina (Nina) Otero-Warren. A
relative of former governor Miguel Otero and a prominent member of
Santa Fe women's clubs, Otero-Warren envisioned UNM providing many
opportunities to preserve and enhance Hispano crafts, folkways, and
traditions in the research and instruction conducted by the institute.
Otero-Warren thought Anglos in New Mexico would gain from exposure
to the cultural life of their Hispano neighbors, and Hispanos themselves
could display "the definite contribution [they have] to make to the culture of our country." Hispano New Mexicans, Otero-Warren wrote to
David Hill, "lack not native ability, but opportunity." UNM, and the
agency approached for funding of the Spanish program, the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, could give a gift "of lasting value to many people," and also mark "a forward step for the University."48
Armed with these testimonials, David Hill applied to Carnegie officials with specific budget estimates for his Spanish language and literature school. The UNM regents had agreed to solicit matching funds to
create an endowment if Carnegie granted the school the sum of $1 00,000.
The university library wou.1d require significant improvements in its holdings and physical plant to accommodate the scholarship and coursework
generated by the institute, and Hill asked Henry S. Pritchett, president
of the Carnegie Foundation, to provide an additional $40,000 toward a
campaign to build and maintain a separate library. With a projected cost
of nearly $300,000 (an amount over four times the annual operating budget of UNM when David Hill resigned in 1927), the university would
achieve national prestige, serving New Mexico in ways not comprehended
before and add to the small but growing student population (285 in the
fall of 1922). Larrazolo, Sedillo, and other Hispano leaders also stood
ready to travel, at their own expense, to Carnegie headquarters in New
York to plead UNM's case, which David Hill believed would affect "so
deeply a greatly neglected population of this country."49
Of the many private funding requests made by UNM administrators
in the first thirty years of the campus's existence, the Spanish school
received the most serious consideration. The Carnegie trustees declared
the project "one of great interest," and one that would be "a promising
and interesting department to establish." But the foundation had committed the bulk of its funds to the Carnegie Institute of Technology in
Pittsburgh, which had undertaken a three-year program to augment its
equipment and facilities in science and engineering. Proposals such as
UNM's were thus problematic, and the trustees found an additional flaw
in David Hill's request. "It was not clear to them," wrote Pritchett, "nor
is it to me, just what the effect of such a department in an American state
university would be upon American citizens of Spanish origin." Hill's
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plan had mentioned no outreach programs in local schools, no strategies to enhance student performance, and no promotion of research on
Hispano New Mexican themes. Thus, the Carnegie Foundation declined
to sponsor UNM's School of Spanish Literature and Life, and the state
also expressed no interest in financing a concept such as David Hill had
articulated. 50
Matters only worsened for the beleaguered UNM president as his
efforts to improve the quality of campus peformance met with little enthusiasm. By 1927, local political and civic leaders thought that the university should change management, charging David Hill with opposing
state mandates to fund all seven public institutions when economic conditions did not warrant such largesse. When the regents assembled in
January 1927 to decide Hill's fate, surprisingly several prominent Hispano
leaders spoke on the president's behalf. Benigno C. Hernandez, a former
two-term United States Representative from Albuquerque, considered
dismissal of Hill as a retreat from the course of improvement that he had
charted. The president had been successful in raising private funds for
buildings, something that could not be said for other UNM chief executives. The precedent of removing academ ic leaders "just to please some
folks who perhaps imagine that someone else they have in mind can do
as well," said Hernandez, would have a chilling effect on future leadership at the university. If Hill departed, said the first Hispano congressman in United States history, "it would be our loss not his."51
Hill's ambivalent posture on race and ethnicity would foreshadow
later administrations, generations of students and faculty at UNM, let
alone at campuses nationwide. Once the country changed its mind about
exclusion of minorities and women at its institutions, there would be
much discussion and disagreement about the best means of democratization and access. This process began in the 1930s, when the desperate
conditions of the Great Depression begot the social-welfare policies of
the New Deal. From that point forward, the nation began to confront the
consequences of inequality. What the experience of UNM revealed in
that pattern of denial and accommodation was the need to face the issue
of race and ethnicity squarely, and to study itself closely. UNM benefitted
when it recognized the complexity of its own differences, as evidenced
by the plethora of public programs in the 1930s, from faculty and student recruitment and retention to curriculum and architecture. When
UNM failed to address its realities, whether through preference for Anglo
values or through embrace of Latin American studies in place of re- .
gional issues, the campus did not advance toward the promise of a better life for those who depended .upon it. Thus it was not surprising to
hear in Richard Peck's inaugural speech an echo of the past, and to
validate Lew Wallace's admonition, that life in New Mexico is indeed like
nowhere else.
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The Santa Fe 1912 City Plan: A
"City Beautiful" and City Planning
Document
HARRY MOUL and LINDA TIGGES

In 1912, the community leaders of Santa Fe adopted a city plan that
balanced the need for contemporary planning with the desire to preserve the historic city. The plan reflected contemporary ideals of the
City Beautiful movement, practical concerns for health and efficiency
that were consistent with the fledgling city planning movement, and
with aspects of German historic preservation. The plan was also the
result of citizens thinking locally and with pride, who had the sophistication and open-mindedness to contact other private and public sector
city planners, landscape architects, and public officials for advice.
The ,Santa Fe plan was prepared in the context of the 9ity Beautiful
movement. This movement, whose heyday lasted from about 1900 to
1910, was an attempt by architects, landscapers, and civic leaders to
refashion American cities into more beautiful and functional entities. It
was a reaction against the dirty, unkempt cities produced by America's
industrial age. One of the proponents of the movement, 1. Horace
McFarland, called it a "crusade against ugliness." To some extent, the
movement was based on the ideas of Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., best
known for his park and boulevard systems and for the design of New
York City's Central Park. Other major proponents of the movement included George Kessler, responsible for city planning in Kansas City and
Dallas, and Chicago's Daniel Burnham. The civic idealism promoted by
the City Beautiful movement found its expression in well-distributed
and improved parks and boulevards, naturalistic landscaping,
. well-designed street furniture, and monumental public buildings and
civic centers frequently constructed in the neo-c1assical style.'
Dr. Linda Tigges, former lead planner of the Santa Fe planning division, is
now the principle of Tigges Planning consultants. Harry Moul was Santa Fe planning director from 1971-90.
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The 1912 Santa Fe plan may also be viewed in the context of the
nascent city planning movement, which by 1912 was challenging the
City Beautiful movement as the major influence on American city planning. Significant dates within the city planning movement include the
1907 creation of a permanent town planning hoard in Hartford, Connecticut, the 1909 Chicago plan (Burnham and Edward H. Bennett) and the
first national conference on city planning held in Washington, D.C.,
also in 1909. At this conference, attendees conceived city planning as
something that could go beyond urban design and public construction.
John Nolen, landscape architect and city planner of Cambridge, Massachusetts, in a report he presented at the conference, posed a rhetorical
question: "What is needed in American city planning?" He answered,
"everything. For with few exceptions, our cities are lacking in almost all
those essentials of convenience, comfort, orderliness, and appropriate
beauty. "2
Two years later, at the third National Conference on City Planning
in Philadelphia, Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. described a city plan as
a device or piece of administrative machinery for preparing and
keeping up to task a unified forecast and definition of all important changes, additions, and extension of the physical equipment and arrangement of the city... so as to avoid so far as
possible both ignorantly wasteful action and ignorantly inaction in the control of the city's physical growth. 3
It should come as no surprise that a unique feature of Santa Fe's 1912

city plan was historic preservation, a feature not specifically included in
either the City Beautiful or the city planning movement. In Santa Fe, the
support for historic preservation was based on citizen interest in the
rich archaeological and historical resources in the area, but it went beyond even this. The notion of historic buildings and streets being left
undisturbed as opposed to remodeled or demolished is based on the
German preservation movement. In 1907, Prussia approved an act (a copy
,of which was found in the files for the Santa Fe 1912 plan) that allowed
cities and towns to adopt laws to protect historic and artistic buildings
and plazas and protect landscapes against disfigurement. 4
The 1912 plan was remarkable in that it was adopted three years
after the Chicago plan, which became a model for city planning throughout the United States. The Santa Fe plan was also the first city plan in
New Mexico. Albuquerque did not prepare a plan until after World War
II, though much of its post-railroad sections had been laid out by German businessman Franz Huning and associates according to their ideas
regarding city growth. El Paso adopted a plan in 1925 that was based on
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many of the same planning principles as Santa Fe's plan. Written by
Kansas City's George E. Kessler, El Paso's plan parallels that of Santa Fe
because it followed tenets of both the City Beautiful and city planning
movements. 5
It is to the credit of Santa Fe's citizens that a city plan was adopted
at all. In 1912, the city may have seemed at the ebb of its fortunes. It had
been an administrative, commercial, and military center since its founding in 1610. By 1912, however, the city no longer enjoyed the preeminent
stature it once held. Santa Fe lost much of its commercial hegemony
when the Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad bypassed the city for
Albuquerque in the 1880s, and Fort Marcy's military reservation closed
in the 1890s. Though Santa Fe maintained its status as territorial administrative center at the end of the nineteenth century despite a legislative
challenge from Albuquerque, the city had not prospered. The population had been dwindling since a peak in 1880, and by 1910, the United
States census count indicated the city had just over 5,000 people.
Old-time boosters and supportive newcomers agreed that though
not advantageously situated as a commercial center, Santa Fe was located in a beautiful high desert environment with potential tourist appeal (figure 1). Founded near the site of a fourteenth-century Anasazi
pueblo that stood abandoned long before the arrival of the Spanish, the
city was situated on both sides of the Santa Fe River, which flowed
through the Santa Fe Canyon to the Rio Grande further to the west.
Because the city had not significantly benefitted from the railroad boom,
many of the old buildings, narrow streets, and acequias remained.
With the commercial buildings crowded mostly around the plaza and
with no industrial base, the city itself remained rural in appearance. Many
people continued to use wells and acequias for water, many streets went
unpaved, and the city abounded with large private gardens, orchards,
and open spaces. Little land development had occurred, though some
newly-created subdivisions had made an appearance south of town.
Although most of the unoccupied land near the city was unwatered and
desolate-native pinon and juniper long since cut for firewood-entrepreneurs saw growth potential for the area. Chronically empty city coffers and inadequate basic services like sewers and streets might seem
like insurmountable difficulties, but a burgeoning tourist industry created possibilities for future development. The optimism that prevailed in
Santa Fe in 1912 was also a result ofa commitment among community
oldtimers and gregarious, though sometimes difficult, newcomers to pull
the city from its doldrums.
Many of the oldtimers were native New Mexicans, many life-long
Santa Fe residents. Most of the so-called "rico" families-the Chaveses,
Armijos, Delgados, and Oteros among others-had been important Santa
Fe Trail traders and were actively involved in territorial politics. Other
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Figure 1: Map of Santa Fe, New Mexico, and surrounding area, drawn by Ernest
Taschek, ca. 1913. Photograph courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, neg. no.
160420.

politically active Hispanics, like Marcelino Garcia and Celso Lopez were
involved in local politics and property transactions. Garcia, a merchant
and dairy owner, served in a variety of political offices, including state
auditor, county clerk, and city councilor. Lopez, also a merchant, had
been probate clerk, treasurer, and tax collector of Santa Fe County and
was the mayor in 1912. 6
Some of the oldtimers, like L. Bradford Prince, Frank Springer, and
members of the Seligman family, had arrived after the railroad. Most of
these "immigrant oldtimers" were deeply committed to the community
and active in local affairs, as shown by their financial contributions and
efforts to preserve the culture and older buildings of the city. Prince, a
territorial governor and supreme court justice, was a primary figure in
saving the Palace of the Governors and other historic structures from
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destruction. Springer, who owned the extensive Maxwell Land Grant in
the northeastern part of the state, had by 1912 retired to pursue his
interests in archaeology, history and architecture. He was also a
well-known paleontologist. The Seligmans were' part of a prosperous
and well-known merchant family in the state; Arthur Seligman, for example, served as a territorial governor and later Santa Fe mayor. 7
Many of the newcomers, having chosen Santa Fe as their home,
were as committed as the oldtimers to improving city planning. They
were an odd collection of artists, archaeologists, businessmen, and
people with large private incomes. Sylvanus Morley, later a noted Mayan
archaeologist, and Jesse Nusbaum, archaeologist and historic preservationist, seem to have been attracted to the area by the teaching and
archaeological field schools of Edgar L. Hewett. Hewett, who had been
active in the adoption of the 1906 Federal Antiquities Act and in the
preservation of Mesa Verde and Chaco Canyon, had found his way into
the Santa Fe area through his profession as a college teacher. Carlos
Vierra, one of the first artists to take up residence in Santa Fe, Harry
Dorman, a builder, realtor and insurance agent, and Bronson Cutting,
later United States senator from New Mexico, were all seeking relief from
tuberculosis. Cutting, a New York blue-blood, bought the Santa Fe New
Mexican newspaper in 1912. He and Hewett, both outspoken men accustomed to authoritative roles, eventually became implacable opponents
of each other in local affairs, though in 1912 they could apparently still
tolerate each other and work together. 8
Certainly, opportunity existed in Santa Fe for all enthusiastic and
creative people who lived in the city. The successful battle for statehood in 1912 occupied Santa Feans' attentions, but other local matters
garnered concern, also. Much community energy had gone into saving
the Palace of the Governors from demolition and in developing the newly
formed Museum of New Mexico and the School of American Archaeology, both directed by Hewett. Museum staff and other interested parties
were also gearing up for extensive participation in the 1915
Panama-California Exposition scheduled for Balboa Park, San Diego.
Hewett was named director of exhibits. 9
Affairs in the business community were more sluggish than those
centered on the Palace, though some increase in activity resulted because of tourism and services to people with respiratory illnesses. Several new subdivisions were planned, and to the dismay of many residents,
some California-style bungalows appeared. A 1912 report to the city
council stated that there was an "increase in bank deposits ... postal
receipts, railroad receipts, hotel registrations and building permits."lo
Unfortunately, the same forces that saved historic buildings, ancient
streets, and acequias from oblivion ignored the many essential city services that were lacking, including public health and sanitation. The city
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had a developed water system in the l880s, but large numbers of people
continued to use their own wells. Gas and electricity were available by
the l890s, but a constant complaint to the city council was the smell of
the open sewers, particularly one that ran north of the river. In fact,
there were no city sewers, and ground water and air pollution were undoubtedly serious problems. Streets were unimproved and lacked a coherent system except what was provided by the original Spanish
founders. Many of the streets had been constructed in the eighteenth or
nineteenth centuries as paths adjacent to irrigation ditches. As committed as Santa Fe's leaders were to their city, many of them had traveled
elsewhere, and in many cases, had come from elsewhere. They found the
city lacking in many respects. As a result, in a straight-forward and
confident manner, these leaders set out to correct problems by writing a
city plan.
In January 1912, Mayor Arthur Seligman, known as the "cool, careful, cheerful and courageous monitor who had paved the [some] city
streets and directed the city's affairs as a business executive" appointed
a city planning board. The board's purpose was "to plan for a healthful,
convenient, and attractive city, for the preservation of such historic
streets and properties as will be needed to preserve its character as the
most ancient city of America, and, all when planned, to be laid out and
designated in maps and reports." The chairman was Harry Dorman, whom
the New Mexican described as "quiet and businesslike" with the "eye of
an architect the hand of a master builder, and the soul of an artist" (figure 2).11 Other members included Bronson Cutting, Sam Cartwright, lumberyard owner, James L. Seligman, and Marcelino Garcia. In March,
newly-elected Mayor Celso Lopez expanded the board to include another former territorial governor, Miguel A. Otero; Alois B. Renehan,
president of the Chamber of Commerce; Hewett and Morley from the
School of American Archaeology; E.E. Meier, civil engineer; and Norman
King, draftsman from the United States Land Office. 12 Mayor Lopez also
expanded the charge of the board to include
the platting of new streets, park and playgrounds, a sewer system, an orderly method of paving and sidewalk construction,
grade crossing and right-of-way protection, restriction of industrial plants to a suitable district, control of bill board advertising and other factors that disfigure the streets and the
preservation so far as possible for the adobe houses and historic landmarks which give Santa Fe its chief interest. 13
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Figure 2: Harry H. Dorman, chairman, city planning board, ca. 1912. Photograph courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, neg. no. 7173.

Dorman may have known about the most current planning movements when he began his term as chairman of the planning board. With
other members preparing technical reports on sewers and streets, he
began to correspond extensively with persons and organizations associated with city planning. He sent letters to the mayors of major cities
including Boston, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Seattle, San Francisco, Washington, D.C.; and New York City as well as other smaller cities such as
Boulder, Colorado; New Haven, Connecticut; and Ithaca and Rochester,
New York. On the advice of the stafffor the American Civic Association,
he also wrote to Frederick Olmsted, George Kessler, John Nolen, Warren
Manning in Boston, and Walter B. Griffin in Chicago. The reports he
received from these people included six copies of "Chicago's Greatest
Issue, An Official Plan" (presumably the Burnham and Bennett 1909
plan), and reports on city planning from Boston, Washington, D.C., Seattle, New York City, and even one about historic preservation from Germany.
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Other responses came from the mayors' offices of most of the cities
named. Some of the individuals responded personally. Olmsted sent a
three-page letter in which he listed planning commission reports for
study. He also loaned Dorman copies of some of the reports and relevant books, including his own plan of the town of La Siguanea in Cuba.
In addition, Olmstead included a sheet of charges for professional services and expressed hope that he might stop off in Santa Fe on his
return from a trip to California. Nolen responded to Dorman more briefly,
sending a list of reports that he had written and a reprint of an address
on "Comprehensive Planning for Small Towns and Cities." He recommended that Dorman buy a copy of his book, Replanning Small Cities,
which Dorman did. The United States Secretary of State's Office sent
information regarding historic preservation in Germany, and the commissioners of the District of Columbia sent information about their street
system and about the Senate Committee's Report on Parks. Finally, J.
Horace McFarland, president of the American Civic Association and his
associate R.B. Watrous, sent pamphlets by Olmsted and Nolen, a short
report about the Chicago plan, and information about the first National
Conference on City Planning. '4
For the public's edification, various quotes appeared at length in
the New Mexican, including statements by Olmsted and Nolen and
lengthy extracts regarding planning from Scribner's describing the
Kaiser's support of planning and the German preservation movement in
general. Dorman also arranged lectures by city planning experts from
outside the state, including Colonel D.C. Collier. Collier had done a study
of western towns. He urged the promotion of tourism and gave details
on the kind of exhibit New Mexico ought to have at the 1915
Panama-California Exposition in San Diego, of which he was the director general. lS
In short, Dorman and others in the community were aware of the
City Beautiful and other current city planning ideas prior to actually
developing the Santa Fe plan. Dorman's familiarity with these movements is demonstrated in a speech delivered to the Santa Fe Women's
Club in which he suggested that city planning meant going beyond the
construction of the City Beautiful to a city that is "convenient, healthy
and scientifically built." He goes on to describe city planners as people
who bring to their work "a knowledge of architecture and landscape
engineering, of sociology, of sanitation, of transportation; of taxation
... of law and of the power of cities to conduct their own affairs apart
from the State."16 Prominent figures such as Morley saw the purpose of
the maps and plans primarily as beautification. In an address to the
Chamber of Commerce on the theme, "Santa Fe Made Beautiful," Morley
referred to the sketches and plans as important in visualizing the "lakes,
fountains, benches ... all over the city wherever spots are to be beauti-
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fied."17 Concepts of the city planning movement are evident in a newspaper editorial in which the author stated that the adoption of a comprehensive plan "is simply looking ahead and planning the city, so that
when it does expand it will grow along lines of beauty, health, and
economy, rather than in a haphazard, and in the end, extravagant and
costly way."IB
Even though some draft documents are extant, little information exists about the process through which the city plan was developed. The
speed at which the plan was completed was exceptional, since it was
finished and presented to the Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce on 22
August 1912. The planning board had only been appointed that March.
Dorman must have written much of the narrative himself, since others
who could have were not in town most of this time. For example, Hewett,
who usually involved himself in everything, was excavating Mayan ruins in the Yucatan from January to May, along with Morley and Nusbaum,
and probably Carlos Vierra. 19
The Chamber of Commerce urged immediate action after the plan's
first presentation, but Dorman asked for public meetings to solicit comments. Such meetings were held in the autumn of 1912 by both the planning board and the Chamber. To further acquaint the public with the
plan, Morley, subcommittee chairman for Architecture and Exhibits, submitted a detailed plan for a civic improvement exhibit at a 27 August
Chamber meeting. The exhibit, held in November 1912 at the Santa Fe
Old-New Exhibition, was intended to present the plan and the projected
public improvements. In addition, and perhaps much nearer to Morley's
heart, the exhibit was designed to educate the public taste "to the proper
appreciation of our wonderfully charming public architecture and to demonstrate its practicabilities and possibi lities in home building. "20
In addition to the promotion of local architectural styles, the exhibit
included issues such as preservation of historic landmarks and adobes
and the hastening of public recognition of Santa Fe as a tourist center
of the Southwest. The exhibit was to include such things as Nusbaum's
photographs of Santa Fe's ancient streets and buildings, civic improvement maps, Vierra's sketches, and plaster models of historic buildings.
Many of the ideas, including local architectural styles and some of the
exhibit materials, were later used in the New Mexico exhibit at the
Panama-California Exposition. It is noteworthy that at this time, Morley
began to use the term "Santa Fe Style" when describing the type of
architecture that he, Nusbaum, Vierra, Dorman, and others had advocated .21
Turning to the plan itself, it addressed civic beautification, historic
preservation, and practical planning considerations. With regard to civic
beautification, Dorman stated in his presentation to the 28 August Chamber of Commerce meeting that a vital aspect ofthe plan was the improve-
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ment of the Santa Fe River, the construction of dams to form pools, and
grading a street on both sides of the river so that "Santa Fe would have
a beautiful river drive on either side of the present river bed which would
be transferred into a beauty spot instead of the present unsightly bed."
He also urged the creation of new streets that "would form a series of
drives or boulevards circling the city" to improve the flow of traffic and
reduce congestion in the central part of the city.22
Dorman also mentioned establishing playgrounds and parks and "the
opening approaches to the civic center which will be the plaza."23 Equating the central plaza with a civic center is consistent with Spanish planning principles that prescribe that public buildings be placed on plazas.
Dorman therefore substituted preservation principals with ideas of the
City Beautiful movement. A pure City Beautiful plan would have proposed a grander civic center with the buildings themselves rather than
the plaza as the central focus.
The plan also addressed preservation problems. In his 28 August
speech to the Chamber of Commerce, Dorman stated that a second vital
factor of the plan was the preservation of the old streets, which lend
charm and distinction to the city. Dorman seems to have been influenced by the so-called Pruss ian Act of 15 July 1907 and the Nuremburg
preservation ordinance, copies of which he solicited that were provided
by the American Consulate General in Berlin. One section of the Prussian Act reads: "By local statute the consent of the Building Police may
be withheld for the erection of buildings or alterations of the same, in
certain streets or places of historical or. artistic interest, when such
bulding operations would materially detract from the characteristic features of such streets or places." The Nuremburg ordinance is written so
that "Whenever any alterations in old buildings are proposed, or the
erection of new buildings in historic quarters, the plan are submitted to
the Art Committee and may not be carried out until approved by this
Committee."24
Preservationist concerns were related to fears that planning and
growth could prove injurious to the city's character. Dorman expre'ssed
this to J. Horace McFarland: "to do this, [raise Santa Fe to the condition
of a modern town] without destroying the city's atmosphere of antiquity
... will tax the abilities ofa genius in city planning." In reply, McFarland
assured Dorman that "there are able planners who would not for one
moment want to destroy the atmosphere of antiquity" and that "any
proper city planner endeavors ... to preserve all possible local appearance and flavor." McFarland was supportive of planning efforts in Santa
Fe. After receiving the adopted report and map the planning board had
prepared, he wrote to Dorman, "Particularly do I commend your action in
respect to preserving as nearly as possible the ancient streets and structures and the characteristic architecture of Santa Fe."25
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Finally, the plan brought attention to practical city planning problems. The streets that existed were unpaved and sidewalks nonexistent,
though portals provided some protection for pedestrians on street edges.
Dorman pointed out that six city additions had been filed, each showing
"an independent system of streets in conflict with all the others and the
streets then in existence."26 There were no playgrounds or sanitary sewers, both of which were deemed necessary aspects of a healthful city. A
general concern existed that Santa Fe's reputation as a healthy city would
be wiped out in the event of an epidemic, due to its lack of proper sanitation. Furthermore, concern about the encroachment of industrial uses
into residential neighborhoods was growing. Dorman's inquiries to the
District of Columbia mentioned the regulation of both industry and billboards. Dorman sums up the perception of Santa Feans at the time in
terms of efficiency, health, and liveability with the remark that this was
"the first attempt to raise Santa Fe from the condition of a medieval
village without street cars, sidewalks or sewers to that of a modern
town."27
Editorially, the New Mexican took an optimistic and practical view
of city planning, combining ideas from both the City Beautiful and city
planning movements. The adoption of a comprehensive plan
is simply looking ahead and planning the city, so that when it
does expand it will grow along lines of beauty, health and
economy, rather than in a haphazard, and in the end, extravagant and costly way. As new houses and business blocks are
erected in the regular course of business, as new streets and
parks are laid out, as old streets are widened, straightened and
extended, the work might as well be done in accordance with a
scientific plan that ensures harmony and beauty, as in the old
way that meant crooked streets, unsanitary slums, discomfort
and ugliness. 28
In the same article, the New Mexican notes the importance of city planning in suburban areas and that Santa Fe is fortunate in owning "all the
undeveloped land in its suburbs."
The city plan was adopted by the city council on 12 December 1912
as part of the report of the city planning board, at a meeting in which the
New Mexican claimed record-breaking attendance and great enthusiasm. The newspaper went on to point out that it was a meeting "where
more or less factional disputes did not arise," and that the spirit of most
speakers "was to make Santa Fe the biggest, best Old-New Santa Fe on
the North American continent." The plan was not adopted by ordinance
and seems rather to have been intended as a guideline for later council
action. 29
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Dorman's correspondence shows that he sent copies of the approved
plan to various people and institutions, including the libraries at Columbia and Harvard Universities and the cities of New York and Seattle.
Dorman sent copies to Olmsted, Nolen, and Ford, and to James S. Pray
of the Harvard School of Landscape Architecture, asking for comments.
All responded. Olmsted said he was particularly interested in the recommendation on the preservation of" Ancient Streets." He commented at
some length on this recommendation and doubted whether it would be
within the power of the legislature "to impose such an obligation upon
the owners of private property." Nolen said he thought the plan was
excellent, but that it needed "to be carried much further to be of real
service."30
As already suggested, the 1912 planning report and map constituted a synthesis of differing agendas-city beautification, historic preservation, and contemporary planning for health and convenience. City
Beautiful concepts in the plan included parks, traffic circles, a parkway,
and a partial system of radial and concentric streets. The Paseo del Rio,
a major feature of the plan, was proposed to run on both banks of the
river from east to west, encompassing the city limits (figures 3 and 4).
The effect of this proposal on the town's "back yard" would enhance
the appearance of the city more than any single item of the plan. A
"Parque del Rio" was proposed along the river at the western city limits
with the potential to be the largest and best of the city parks. 31 Numerous smaller parks were proposed for construction along the river and at
the southern and eastern edges of the city. A playground was proposed
for construction across the Old Santa Fe Trail opposite the Loretto Academy for Girls. It would be separated from the river by the Pas eo del Rio.
Two other park proposals are of interest. One was the site of Old
Fort Marcy, which dates from early in the territorial period (1846) and
overlooks the city. The plan recommended that the city secure the site
and that the earthworks be restored. This park was intended to be the
northern terminus for Paseo Coronado, the major circumferential drive
connecting the southern and northern sections of the city. A park was
also proposed for the grounds surrounding both railway depots in order
to beautify one of the city's main arrival points. The park was also slated
to provide a beginning point for the proposed "economical" route between the stations and the plaza.
The street system in the works most closely approximated the ideals
of the City Beautiful in the southeast portion of Santa Fe where "certain
streets were projected east following the contour of the valley in concentric curves to the river where they may be joined by bridges to Palace
Avenue, the extension of Hillside Avenue and the proposed Fort Marcy
drive."32 The proposal included three traffic circles: Garcia Circle, another at the top of Garcia Street where Paseo Coronado would intersect
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Figure 3: Proposed San Miguel Park and river pool, drawing by Carolos Vierra,
1912. Image courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, neg. no. 16042.

Figure 4: Site of San Miguel Park on the Santa Fe River, south of Canyon
Road Bridge, 1912. Photograph courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, neg. no.
61575.
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with the Santa Fe Trail, and a third that was north of downtown near Fort
Marcy. Garcia Circle was an important feature of the plan. As projected,
six streets would intersect the circle which would occupy an
acre-and-a-half of open space. Paseo Coronado was slated to connect
the southern, eastern and northern parts of the city; a drive that would
furnish travelers "an unsurpassed view throughout its length-not only
of the entire city and the valley of the Santa Fe but of the Sangre de
Cristo and Jemez mountain ranges."33
Another proposal that received enthusiastic support delineated a
route that ran from the Southern Pacific Depot to the southwest corner
of the plaza (figures 5 and 6). This street would have connected two of
the most important places in Santa Fe-the depots and the plaza. It was
to provide the major approach to Santa Fe's plaza. It also would have
passed by the new state capitol building. Although this street (in the
proposal stage) was not a straight diagonal in order to accommodate
pre-1846 city blocks, it resembled the grid/diagonal street systems typical of City Beautiful plans. This suggestion garnered support due to the
fact that the heaviest traffic in the city passed between the depots and
the plaza; it would thus eliminate a dangerous corner of Don Gaspar and
San Francisco Streets, where more accidents had "occurred than in the
rest of the city put together. "34
The City Beautiful idea destined to have lasting importance was the
notion that Santa Fe should have a definitive architectural style- whose
tenets were based on a regional revival rather than the neo-classicism
normally associated with the City Beautiful movement. 35 With regard to
historic preservation, the '11ost remarkable feature of the 1912 plan was
the designation of "ancient streets to be left undisturbed." In the planning board's opinion, "the preservation of the ancient streets, roads
and structures... is of the first importance and...should be preserved
intact at almost any cost." The Board further recommended that "no
building permits be issued to any person intending to build on any of
the streets... indicated on the map as old or ancient streets until proper
assurance is given that the architecture will conform externally with the
Santa Fe Style." This language is very close to that of the Pruss ian Act
of 15 July 1907 discussed above. The board therefore recommended the
submission of an ordinance applying to ancient streets and preservation of buildings. Reflecting the concerns of contemporary planning for
a convenient, healthy, and scientifically built city, the report contained
sections about the need to increase water supplies and develop a sewer
system in addition to playgrounds, streets, parks, and riverine areas.
Regarding streets, the plan reconciled contemporary planning practice
with the existing city structure and with preservationist goals. The plan
designated ancient streets for preservation, but it also addressed con-

.".
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Figure 5: South corner of the Santa Fe Plaza showing proposed approach from
railroad stations, drawn by Carlos Vierra, 1912. Photograph courtesy of Museum
of New Mexico, neg. no. 160141.

Figure 6: Southwest corner of the Santa Fe Plaza, San Francisco Street at
Lincoln Avenue, taken by Jesse Nusbaum, ca. 1910. Photograph courtesy of
Museum of New Mexico, neg. no. 11332.
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cerns about other streets pragmatically. South of the state capitol, streets
from existing subdivisions that had been platted without regard to continuity were to be connected into a rational grid of north-south and
east-west streets.
The grid's east-west streets, meanwhile, were to extend west to the
railroad yards and east of the Santa Fe Trail (a so-called "ancient" street)
where, following natural contours, they were to curve to the north and
intersect with Camino de Canon (Canyon Road) and the proposed Paseo
del Rio (Alameda). The plan was respectful of the historic structure of
the city but it did not propose to extrapolate such into the newly developing sectors of the city. As to other concerns, the planning board noted
that "If Santa Fe is to become a tourist and residence town, its residence
and business section must be protected from the invasion of industrial
plants of any sort" and recommended that in [the] future manufacturing
companies be granted permits to build only in the district west of the
railroads... as that part of the city is least apt to become a residence
district. "36
The Board also recommended that the city limits be extended to the
boundaries of the Santa Fe Grant (more correctly the Santa Fe Patent)
and finally, that the city planning board be permanently established.
The plan's actual implementation seems to have been somewhat uneven,
due to its adoption as guidelines rather than as an ordinance. Its most
immediate-and perhaps most noticeable-effect was related to architectural style. Morley and Dorman organized a local Santa Fe style architectural contest (for the design of bungalows and other structures)
for which Dorman, Bronson Cutting, and Frank E. Mera served as judges.
The contest, along with the construction of the New Mexico building at
the Panama-California Exhibition and the fine arts building in Santa Fe,
served to promote a new architectural style. In 1935, Jesse Nusbaum
suggested that the restoration of the portal of the Palace of the Governors in Spanish colonial style was a direct result of the 1912 plan. A
model for its restoration was a part of the Old-New Exhibition. 37
Some immediate effects of the 1912 plan were more prosaic. In 1913,
the city passed a bond issue and built the first sanitary sewers. In 1915-16,
the city limits were enlarged in order to coincide with the Santa Fe Grant.
This boundary remained the city limits until 1959 when the first annexation of land outside the original grant occurred. In 1918, the city adopted
an ordinance prohibiting industries from locating in residential areas.
Other proposals of the 1912 plan were implemented long after its inception. The Paseo del Rio was never completed as envisioned. The present
Alameda, however, does match half of the original proposal in that it
. completes the Paseo del Rio on the north side of the Santa Fe River. The
missing south portion of the Paseo del Rio currently exists as a dirt
street for a couple of blocks beyond Delgado Street.
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Though improvements to the Santa Fe River were essential to the
City Beautiful portion of the 1912 plan, none were made until the 1930s
when Civilian Conservation Corps workers deepened the riverbed and
lined the banks with rock. According to Nusbaum, these improvements
were a long-delayed result of the plan. In 1935, Nusbaum stated that
at my suggestion, Carlos Vierra was employed by the National
Park Service as Landscape Foreman, to carry out, under the
Service's State Park Development Program and with Civilian Conservation Corps assistance, substantially the same river improvements [as in the 1912 Plan] including the bordering driveway on
the north .38
The river pools were never realized. The idea that the river has an unrealized potential as a linear park through the entire city has not died,
though. In 1995, the city council adopted a plan for trails and other
improvements for areas along the river.
The recommendations regarding historic preservation were delayed
but ultimately carried out. The city council did not approve a historic
structure and street protection ordinance until 1957. The ordinance, which
originally applied only to downtown and the east side of the city, now
includes nearly 20 percent of the city. It followed the recommendation of
the 1912 plan in stipulations regarding building permits. Such regulations were enforcement tools for ensuring that historic structures were
appropriately remodeled and that new structures were compatible with
existing historic streetscapes. In addition, the city acquired the old Fort
Marcy site in 1978 and developed it as a city park, following the 1912
plan's recommendations. The fort's earthworks have not been restored,
though a study has been funded by the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Division with the intention of developing a preservation plan.
Implementation of the plan's recommendations on streets was the
most haphazard. South of the capitol, the intent of the proposed grid
system of streets is evident, but has been carried out in subsequent
subdivisions imperfectly. Many offsets exist at intersections; streets
may stop and then continue several blocks to the west or they may just
end, separated by an arroyo or acequia from the projected grid. Five
streets were scheduled for extensions in order to provide continuous
east-west streets from Cerrillos Road to the Old Santa Fe Trail and beyond. Although these continuations have never been implemeted, the
streets did receive partial extensions. Today, West Buena Vista, Camino
de Las Animas, and Camino Monte Vista exist as short street segments.
The width of these new streets suggests that they were intended to be
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through streets. However, Camino Monte Vista only extends one block
east of the Old Santa Fe Trail while Camino de las Animas stops at the
Arroyo Tenorio where a foot bridge across the arroyo provides a pedestrian connection to Garcia Street.
In the De Vargas Subdivision, platted in low hills southeast of downtown 1930-3 I, a certain resonance exists between the large blocks and
the curving streets that the plan proposed. This subdivision and the
Santa Fe style homes built within it (covenants required the Santa Fe
style) has provided the prototype for subsequent residential development in the foothills north and east of the city, thereby creating a Santa
Fe version of the City Beautiful. With the exception of one-and-a-half
blocks of Delgado Street, one block of Camino Escondido, and Alameda,
the proposals of the 1912 plan were not carried out on Santa Fe's east
side. Instead, a rather idiosyncratic residential pattern emerged as a result of successive divisions of agricultural land parcels.
Some aspects of the 1912 street plan continued to garner admiration
even after World War II. Paseo Coronado was never built, but the idea of
an eastside circumferential route that linked the southern and northern
sections of the city had a long life. As late as 1960, a study prepared by
the planning commission and its consultants recommended a continuous route through the east side of the city. A year earlier, in 1959, a
traffic study prepared by the New Mexico State Highway Department
observes that the 1912 map drawn for the planning board reveals that
"an astonishing degree of foresight and appreciation of future needs on
the part of the Planning Board, and that it is not unreasonable to assume
that if these early plans had been carried out ... Santa Fe would today
be a model in matters of street layout and traffic management, while at
the same time its unique character would have been preserved and even
enhanced. "39
In conclusion, for a city of only 5,000 residents, the 1912 plan was
both ambitious and innovative. In some ways, it was prophetic in its
anticipation of many planning issues, though it failed in certain aspects.
The plan correctly projected major growth in the southern and southeastern parts of the city, but failed to foresee the residential growth
west of the railroad yards that began in the 1930s and became the major
growth sector of the city. Other planning issues the 1912 plan addressed
that have remained timely and controversial were the scarcity of an available water supply and the need for suburban planning at the city's periphery. The plan also anticipated potential conflict between
preservationist planning and contemporary "scientific," or comprehensive, planning. Finally, the 1912 plan has been most influential and visionary in that it set down the principles that ancient streets and
structures should be preserved and that new development should be
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architecturally harmonious with the city's historic character. In addition, it firmly established the notion that the citizens of Santa Fe could
themselves control the architectural style and the future of their city's
organization and appearances.
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Constricted Landscapes:
The Japanese-American Concentration
Camps, A Photographic Essay
FERENC M. SZASZ and PATRICK NAGATANI

The American government's 1942 decision to intern over 110,000 people
of Japanese descent (the majority United States citizens) has been generally recognized as the nation's most egregious error of the World War
II years. Although it had no proven evidence of disloyalty, either at the
time or subsequently, the federal government ordered all persons of
Japanese ancestry living on the West Coast into a "protective custody"
that lasted over three years.
Forced to sell or store their property on short notice, the internees
suffered economic losses estimated in the 400 million dollar range. The
psychological consequences of the guilt-by-association internment
defy calculation. In the words of writer John Hersey, this evacuation of
virtually an entire people-the first since the Indian Removal of the
mid-nineteenth century-was "a mistake of terrifically horrible proportions.'"
Although it took over a generation, the United States government
eventually acknowledged its error. In the wake of the bicentennial of the
American Revolution, President Gerald Ford signed a 1976 proclamation
that declared the evacuation "wrong." Responding to pressure from the
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), Congress in 1980 inaugurated a special Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians. After conducting over 750 interviews-many of them very
emotional-the commission released its report, Personal Justice Denied, in 1983. The report declared that the historical causes of the evacuation did not lie with the officially stated reasons of "mutual
Ferenc M. Szasz is a professor of history at the University of New Mexico.
Patrick Nagatani is an associate professor of art at the University of New Mexico.
He is an internationally known photographer who lives and' works in Albuquerque.

157

158

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1996

self-protection" and "military necessity," but in "race prejudice, war
hysteria and a failure ofpoliticalleadership."2 Four years later, the National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. opened a semipermanent exhibit, entitled "A More Perfect Union," that tried to place
the Japanese-American experience in the context of the bicentennial of
the Constitution. 3 In August of 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed
the Civil Liberties Act that implemented the recommendations of the
commission, and the tax-free awards of $20,000 to each of the estimated
70,000 survivors began under the George Bush administration. 4
Few doubt that this "great uprooting" of the war years lies at the
very heart of the Japanese-American historical experience. 5 The contrasts between the pre- and post-war eras are startling. Pre-war Japanese- American communities, almost all in Pacific Rim states, lived as a
world unto themselves as they regularly confronted social, economic,
and legal discrimination from the white majority. Many university graduates could find work only with the state government, Japanese-owned
businesses, or in family agricultural enterprises. After the war, however,
Japanese-Americans spread all across the country to succeed in every
endeavor. Much to their dismay they have been given the sobriquet of
the nation's "model minority."6 The cost of internment, however, remains incalculable.
In the years immediately after the war, the majority of internees
downplayed the experience. Consequently, many post-war children grew
to maturity hearing virtually nothing of their parents' incarceration. But
the rise of social activism in the late 1960s created a different mood in
the Japanese-American community. Led by the JACL, numerous people
worked with historical societies to erect official plaques or monuments
at the major relocation centers. The majority of the leaders of this crusade had been interred as young people, but the impact did not cease
there. As Phillip Marumoto observed in 1981, although he, himself, had
never been incarcerated, the relocation camp experience had left "an
indelible stamp" upon his life.?
The first organized pilgrimage to the relocation camp at Manzanar,
California, in 1969 inaugurated a movement that has continued for over
a quarter ofa century. All the other major camps have seen similar "reunion pilgrimages" and/or ceremonies on a more-or-Iess regular basis.
In 1990, for example, state officials and ex-internees erected several
plaques at the former camp site in Minidoka, Idaho. The latest official
monument to be dedicated was at Gila River, Arizona, in March of 1995.
This renewed interest shows little sign of declining. 8
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The concentration camp experience began on 19 February 1942, when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 to remove
all persons of Japanese ancestry from the coastal areas because of an
anticipated invasion by the Japanese military. The prevailing assumption was that Japanese-Americans would act as a fifth column to aid the
invading forces. A later Supreme Court decision upheld the legality of
the action. 9
Within weeks the entire community was sent to scattered assembly
centers and from there they were moved to ten more permanent relocation camps. With few exceptions, these relocation camps lay in isolated
and desolate regions of the interior West. As historian Roger Daniels
observed, in most cases, no one had lived there before, and no one has
lived there since. 1o The most notorious of these sites were Manzanar,
located in the Owens Valley of northern California, which once housed
10,000 people; Heart Mountain, Wyoming; Minidoka, Idaho; and Amache
(also called Granada) in eastern Colorado, which experienced the fiercest winter weather.
The Southwest also housed a variety of internment camps.
Japanese-Americans were held at smaller installations in both Santa Fe
and Lordsburg, New Mexico, as well as the relocation centers in Topaz,
Utah, and Gila River, Arizona. 11 The largest southwestern camp lay at
Poston, Arizona, on the lower Colorado River between the towns of
Parker and Yuma. At its height, Poston consisted of three camps housing over 17,000 people, at that time the third largest city in Arizona. 12
Considering the generally bleak terrain, the agricultural production
that the internees coaxed from these lands proved astounding. Many
Japanese-Americans had extensive agricultural training and in Manzanar,
Poston, Minidoka, and Jerome, Arkansas, especially, they raised enormous crops of vegetables. So successful were they that some camps not
only became self-sufficient in food, they also supplied other governmental installations as well. Equally remarkable were the internees' efforts to beautify their barren environments by constructing graceful
Japanese rock gardens, adorned by waterfalls and flower borders.
Any situation involving 110,000 people over a three-year period
must encompass the totality of life. Hundreds of elderly men and women
died in those hostile surroundings, while over 6,000 babies were born in
camp hospitals. The War Relocation Authority (WRA), which managed
the relocation centers, quickly established schools at all levels, which
provided at least a partial substitute for the collapse of the tight-knit
patriarchial family structure brought about by camp life. In addition to
the fully accredited curriculum, the schools featured yearbooks, song
fests, dramatic performances and athletic contests. Hundreds of seniors
who graduated from relocation camp high schools moved to war-related
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jobs in the interior of the country. In addition, sociologists have tabulated 115 camp riots or disturbances, incidents that often resulted in
injury or death or both. The riots of Manzanar, TuIe Lake, and Poston
remain the most famous. lJ
Young men could leave the camps by joining the United States military, and hundreds chose this route. Those who served in the Pacific
Theater usually worked in Intelligence or as translators. (Many had some
Japanese language skills from home, but a few learned the language
from scratch.) Those who fought in Europe-the famed I OOth Infantry
Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat team-moved into military
legend as the most decorated units of all time. By 1946, all the internment camps had closed.
How does one comprehend this experience? With rage? Through
bitter irony? Through the concept of shikataganai: "it can't be helped"?
With shame? With long suppressed memories? Through memoirs,
speeches, poetry, art, or photography? The answers are as varied as the
questions.
The memoirs written by internees have been of exceptionally high
quality. Estelle Ishigo, Lone Heart Mountain; Mary Tsukamoto, We the
People; Sue Kunitomi, The Lost Years, 1942-1946; and Yoshiko Uchida,
Desert Exile are classic examples. '4 The autobiography with the greatest impact is probably Farewell to Manzanar (1973) by Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston and James D. Houston. Not only did it go through fifteen printings in ten years, Farewell to Manzanar became required reading for a
generation of high school students. 15
In a similar fashion, scores of ex-internees have carried their message to their local communities via public speeches. Virtually every western city of any size boasts a former internee who has spent countless
hours addressing classrooms or service clubs.
Albuquerque's Ruth S. Y. Hashimoto is probably New Mexico's most
prominent spokesperson in this regard. Interned along with her husband and two little girls in 1942, Hashimoto later relocated to Michigan
where she taught Japanese to potential members of the United States
Army of Occupation. In 1947, she moved to Albuquerque to begin almost a quarter ofa century of work at the Kirtland Air Force Base. During her years in New Mexico, Hashimoto has given hundreds of talks, to
all ages, about her experiences during World War II. "I have no bitterness," she once said, "but never again."16
Since traditional Japanese culture harbors a rich poetic tradition,
many internees drew upon poetry as a means of expressing their feelings. Perceptive relocation camp teachers encouraged their students to
write such poems, as Poston ninth grader Rosa Komatsuka's "Our House"
shows:
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Our houses are only barracksWalled with black tar-paper,
So the big and little knot-holes
Won't show from the outer road.
Outside there are no drifts of
wholesome snow
But the dust piling up in dirty heaps
Against the smeared black tar-paper
of our walls. '7
An anonymous bit of doggerel, "That Damned Fence" also appeared
on Poston bulletin boards to be freely read at various gatherings. The
last verse reads:
We all love life, and our country best
Our misfortune to be here in the West,
To keep us penned behind that
DAMNED FENCE
Is someone' s notion of
NA TlONAL DEFENSE18
Toyo Suyemoto Kawakami also recalled her Topaz, Utah stay in verse:
Camp Memories
I have dredged up
Hard fragments lost
I thought, in years
Of whirlwind dust.
Exposed to light,
Silently rough
And broken shards
Confront belief. 19
In a similar fashion, internees drew on the equally rich Japanese
artistic tradition to convey their reactions. University of California art
instructor Chiura Obeta was interned at the Tanforan, California, assembly center and later at Topaz, where he used his university connections
to supply students with a variety of art supplies. At each location he
taught popular painting classes. Similarly, Gene Sogioka, who had worked
at the Disney Studios before the war, depicted life at Poston through
. sketches. In Santa Fe, Kango Takamura ·sketched a picture virtually every day of his internment. After the war, Henry Sugimoto do~ated most
of his paintings to a museum in hishometown ofWakayama, Japan. 20
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Mine Okubo has emerged as probably the most recognized of the
relocation camp artists. A young art student interned in Tanforan and
Topaz, she published her line drawings in Citizen 13660 (1946). Both
poignant and whimsical, these first-hand sketches have lost little of
their power over the years. 21
One might expect that the internees would also have utilized photography to document their reactions, but government regulations prohibited the use of this medium. All cameras were confiscated, and many
families dutifully turned in their Kodak Brownies to local officials before
departing. Professional photographer Tokie Slocum reluctantly stored
all his equipment with a neighbor, but professional Toyo Miyatake
smuggled a lens and film holder into Manzanar. With the help of a carpenter, he constructed a camera body from scrap wood, fitting his four
-by-five-inch sheet film holder to the back and the lens to a threaded
drain pipe in the front. Since the camera resembled a lunch pail, Miyatake
secretly photographed for nine months before camp police finally apprehended him. Manzanar's director fortunately relaxed the restrictions,
and by 1943 Miyatake had become the unofficial Manzanar photographer. Later his images received a public showing. A number of other
people took private photos of camp life. In 1942 and 1944, Life magazine
sent photographers to document the camp environmentY
In addition to individual photographers, from the onset the WRA
assigned several people to photograph the concentration camp experience. Although the various camp newspapers relied solely on sketches,
the high school yearbooks usually contained photos. Scholars Maisie
Comat and Richard Comat have estimated that the photographic record
of the camps extends to about 25,000 images. 23
The most famous images of the Japanese-American Concentration
Camps, however, came not from internees, private individuals, or WRA
photographers. Rather, they were produced by two foremost photographers of the day, Ansel Adams and Dorothea Lange.
In his Autobiography, Adams related how in late summer 1943, his
Sierra Club friend, Ralph Merritt, recently appointed director ofManzanar,
asked him to document internee life and the people's relationship to the
environment. Harry Oye, Adams's former housekeeper, was also interned
there. Deeply moved by both the natural surroundings of the Owens
Valley and the dignity of the internees, Adams produced an extensive
documentary of what he termed a "nightmare situation."24 Nancy
Newhall, acting curator of the Photography Department of New York's
Museum of Modern Art, arranged for an exhibit of these images, and
late in 1944 they appeared in book form, with text by Adams, entitled
Born Free and Equal: Photographs of the Loyal Japanese-Americans
at Manzanar Relocation Center, lnyo County, California,zs
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The contrast between text and images makes Born Free and Equal a
curious work. Both the subtitle and Adams's text strongly argue the
position that people should be judged as individuals, not groups, and
. that the loyalty of American citizens should be determined by their actions, not their race.
The photographs, however, concentrate either on full-face portraits
of seemingly contented people or on the spectacular mountains nearby.
Indeed, Adams's emphasis on the Owens Valley scenery has caused
critics to accuse him of over stressing the natural environment at the
expense of the social situation. 26 In truth, two of Adams's most widely
reprinted mountain images derive from this experience. But neither
"Mount Williamson, Sierra Nevada, from Manzanar, California" nor "Winter Sunrise, the Sierra Nevada, from Lone Pine, California," has any obvious links with the nearby Manzanar Internment Camp.
Born Free and Equal never received much publicity-some copies
were even publicly burned-and the book quickly went out of print.
Eventually, Adams donated the negatives and prints to the Library of
Congress. Consequently, until the 1988 publication of Manzanar, the
American public was not well acquainted with Adams's imagesY Afterwards they received new life.
Lange's photographs fall into a very different category. Fresh from
her work documenting ordinary people's lives for the Farm Security
Administration, Lange photographed the process of removal, life at
Tanforan, and, during one hectic week, the world of Manzanar. Her images of hostile newspaper headlines, woeful, ticketed chidren, and anguished faces provide a sharp contrast to those produced by Adams.
Despite their power, Lange's photographs also received little publicity at the time. Eventually, both her prints and negatives ended up in
the National Archives. With the exhibit and book compiled by the
Conrats, Executive Order 9066: The Internment of I I 0, 000 Japanese
-Americans (1972), Lange's photographs received new life. Indeed, from
then on they became much a part of the public realm. Virtually every
book on the Japanese-American internment includes one or more of her
images. 28
The photographs of the Japanese-American Concentration Camps
by Patrick Nagatani reflect both the renewed national interest in the
internment experience and the photographic tradition blazed by Miyatake,
Adams, and Lange. Born in Chicago in 1945, Nagatani grew up in a household where internment was not much discussed, even though his mother
had spent time in Manzanar and his father in Jerome.
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After moving to California as a young man, Nagatani earned an MFA
from UCLA and began a career in art. Since 1987, he has taught in the
Department of Art and Art History at the University of New Mexico,
where he has achieved an international reputation. A member of the elite
Atomic Photographers Guild, his best known work is probably Nuclear
Enchantment (1991).29
Early in his career, Nagatani helped coordinate an exhibition of the
Manzanar photographs taken by Adams and Miyatake. The current images of the concentration camp sites, however, derive from a commission from the Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los
Angeles. 30 Nagatani's assignment was to create a work to commemorate
the fiftieth anniversary of the internment experience. Accordingly, he
spent almost two years visiting all the relocation centers and most of the
smaller camps. He is one of the first professional photographers since
Adams and Lange to document these sites. Although most of them are
completely deserted, "Each place has its own kind of archaeology and
identity within the landscape," Nagatani recently remarked. "I have a
belief that landscape retains memory. "31
Nagatani's images were initially displayed at the Japanese-American
Cultural and Community Center in Los Angeles 8-31 July 1995. Following the exhibit, he donated the prints to the Japanese-American National Museum in Los Angeles. With this issue of the New Mexico
Historical Review, Nagatani's powerful photographs appear for the first
time in print.
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Photographer Patrick Nagatani's Personal Statement

The removal and internment of 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, two-thirds of whom were American citizens happened in 1942. My
parents, John Nagatani and Diane (Yoshimura) Nagatani were interned
at Jerome and Manzanar. The ten concentration camps scattered throughout the United States in which the Japanese-Americans were interned
retain memorials to those tragic years. To fully understand this black
episode in American history, I needed to personally experience the sites
where 7,000 to 10,000 internees were concentrated for more than three
years. On these desolate places an entire city was created out of tar
paper, green lumber, and army camp style facilities for young and old
families, aged bachelors, the rich and poor. Mess halls, community toilets, baths, and laundries with paper-thin walls between units in the
long barracks, was how these American citizens lived. They were thrown
together in a random fashion to create a temporary community out of a
most hostile and foreign environment.
My approach to this work allowed me to be part historian, archaeologist, geologist, cartographer, photographer, and Japanese-American
Sansei investigating what has long been a part of my cultural identity.
What I discovered was personally twofold. It was an experience of the
present, what exists now in the landscape of the camps. The old foundations, decaying structures, rusting nails, concrete fish ponds, rock gardens, farmed fields, dirty-dry desert, unused concrete water tanks,
cemeteries, recently erected monuments and plaques, the surrounding
mountains, the weather, and the silence. In all of my visits, much of the
later part of the working process (after having made pictures) meant just
looking at the ground or sitting. At Topaz, I found among the thousands
of rusting nails a flattened and rusted child's tin truck. Close by, a fully
intact trilobite (from the Paleozoic period) was discovered. The present
and the past linked. I could not experience, observe, and record without
linking the past witl1 the work. I am intrigued with how things must have
been and what informed the landscape and experience for those
Japanese-Americans, victims of wartime hysteria and racism.
Landscape retains memory. I felt the individual and collective memories that were inherent .to all the camps in one way or another. Every
camp is vividly etched in my mind and the images that I have selected
for this essay are in a very small manner a way to share this personal
experience. This work has been for me experiential and sentimental. I
realize now, after having been to the ten camps, that the experience has
been very important for me in further developing an understanding of
my own cultural background. This work is dedicated to my parents and
to the other 120,000 inmates, many of whom are still living, all having
had to live at these places and whose memories I encountered.
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Manzanar, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, California, 15 June 1994 I MA-I-20-51. Having passed by the entrance to
the camp in my many years of living in California, knowing that my mother was interned at this camp, and knowing the pictures of this scene
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from the works of Toyo Miyatake, Ansel Adams, and Dorothea Lange, I felt compelled to make a similar image and add to the photographic
legacy of Manzanar. Detail of original image. All photographs and captions are by Patrick Nagatani. All photographs are originally in color.
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Manzanar, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, California, 13 August 1994 f MA-IO-20-60. My mother once shared a picture with me of her
"sisters" at Manzanar. This was a picture of a girl's group of teenagers standing
around this meditation pond. As I walked the camp on one of my visits, I came
across this pond and remembered the image of my mother and her "sisters." As I
made my picture of the site, as corny as this may sound, I seemed to hear the young
voices and feel their energy. If any sentimentality ever did seep inlO my investigation and photography, it was at this moment and in the making of this picture.
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Manzanar, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, California, 13 August 1994 I MA-14-20-64. This odd form, probably from the earth as part of the
sewage system of the camp, was such a beautiful textural and sculptural form set in
the landscape that it beckoned to be photographed. At Manzanar, the landscape
seemed to whisper secrels, the archaeology was succinct, and the mountains were
spectacular. As both document, with contextual strength, and as an image, I think
that this picture is especially strong.
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Powell Cemetery, Heart Mountain, Japanese-American Concentration
Camp, Wyoming, 3 June 1994 / HM-16-16-44."In a small town a few miles
from the camp there is a cemetery that has three river rock markers. Carved in
Japanese on one side and English on the other are the names of three inmates who
died while in the camp. The cemetery was quite large, and I had no idea where the
gravestones might be. Joan Myers had written about them, and I felt compelled to
find them and document them. My son and I drove up and down the road past
countless markers, and he spotted the three very different gravestones. They were
set off by themselves and oddly glowed, even though the day was very overcast.
Moments like this difficult discovery made the pilgrimage special and synchronistic. Detail of original image.

-.I

o

Z

tTl

~
~

tTl

><
n
o

23
rFJ

d
;;0

n
:>
l'

~
tii

<
~

Heart Mountain, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Wyoming 4 June 1994 I HM-5-16-33. Most of the Hearl Mountain
camp is now farmed. A friend and a well-known photographer, Joan Myers, had shared much of her information on the camps with me. She
had photographed 1·learl Mountain before, and she told me about the "vault" which was the only remaining part of the old high school. It
wasn't hard to find. In the middle of this working farm, once a school surrounded by barracks, it still stood. My son, Methuen, who
accompanied me on this trip, asked me what the vault was used for; we both had the same question. Detail of original image.
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Heart Mountain, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Wyoming, 3
June 1995 I MA-14-16-42. When I could make a layered image, layered with
information and visual potency, I was thrilled. The old foundations with the memorial sile and the mountain in the background form this image. Heart Mountain
was one of the coldest camps to live in and the dramatic sky and incoming storm
helped make this image. Detail of original image.
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Gila River, Canal Camp, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Arizona, 25 March 1995 / GRC-14-18-24 . . My memories of each camp are unique.
Every camp had a personality of its own. At the Canal Camp of Gila I found many
remains of ponds. Probably fish ponds designed and constructed in individual ways
to function as places of meditation and a rem inder of the sea. In this desert
environment the inmates of Canal Camp built complex and sometimes beautiful
ponds. The archaeological experience was a big part of walking and working in this
cam p.
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Gila River, Butte Camp, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Arizona, 25 March 1995/ GRB-1-18-11. O.nly one week before my visit to Gila
River the former inmates of this camp erected wh~t was to be the last memorial
plaque of the ten camps. They cleaned up the former amphitheater and held a
memorial ceremony. The view was remarkable from the hill.
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Poston 1, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Arizona, 24 March 1995 I P-4-11-85. Some of the old structures, like the school
and the recreation center, are standing at Poston Camp 1. Native Americans currently live on the site in a small village. I thought the site
was an "oasis of history," a history layered with different cultures and context. Detail of original image.
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Poston 2, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Arizona, 24 March
1995 / P-5-11-86. Poston was comprised of three camps a couple of'miles apart.
As with a few of the camps, contemporary farms now use the land, The old water
tanks were too hard to remove, much like the concrete bunkers that cover the
European landscape from World War II. The water tanks mark the sites of many of
the camps.
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Jerome, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Arkansas, 28 August
1994/ J-6-6-50. When I saw the smoke slack in the middle of this Arkansas field,
I was reminded of a poem by Lawson Inada. Both Inada's writing and the visual
image of the stack were moving. This camp had memories that included people.
My father was at this camp for a short time. The farmers who live on this land
have lived there for many years. In fact, the grandfather of the family helped build
the camp in the early part of the war. The family was gracious in letting me drive
through their property and they directed me to what landmarks remain today
Detail of original image.
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Rohwer, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Arkansas, 28 August 1993 I R-2-6-94. Rohwer was the firsl camp where I made
piclures. Excepl for the memorial cemelery and the old waler lank, the camp was nonexistent physically. Farm fields and some roads are whal
remain loday; nevertheless, I sensed a presence of colleclive memory thai the landscape will probably forever relain. Delail of original
im age
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Tule Lake, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, California, 3 July
1994 / TL-I-12-114. Every camp had nearby railroad tracks. This was how the
government brought the Japanese-Americans to the camps, by railroad and under
armed guard. The administration building is to the right and the Tule Lake plaque
is to the left. Today, all the camps have plaques. This California state plaque had
contemporary racist graffiti scratched into its face. It read, "Fuck Japs."
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Minidoka, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Idaho, 15 October
1994 I MI-9-11-79. The concrete remains at Minidoka were scattered, mostly
because the land is now farmed and whatever could be moved was taken away. These
pier foundations were in the back yard of a farm family's trailer home. The juxtaposition of the physical elements in this landscape was poignant. The people who
live her"e today were aware of the history of their land. They were understanding
and kind to me. I made images on this very cold and overcast day practically from
their back porch.
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Minidoka, Japanese'-American Concentration Camp, Idaho, 15 October 1994 / MI-3-11-73. Finding an intact building was a rarity
at any of the camps. At Minidoka, this old firehouse was situated on a farmer's plot of land and it was being used as a storage unit by the
farmer. Detail of original image.
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Topaz, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Utah, 14 October 1994 I T-6-15-I04. As the camps were dismantled after the war,
the lumber was hauled off or burnt. What often remained were the nails taken out of the wood. At Topaz there was a sea of rusted nails
everywhere. For me, every nail seemed to have its own "memory" and marking. Detail of original image.
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Topaz, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Utah, 1.4 October 1994 I
T-7-1S-10S. After almost fifty years, I found very lillie personal remains al any
of Ihe camps. At Topaz, however, I found Ihis rusled child's toy truck. After I took
this picture, I picked up the truck and took it with me as a momento. As I ventured
furlher from Ihe sile where I had found Ihe truck, I fell thaI Ihe "magic" inherent
to the object was'fading away. I took the truck back to its original spot and put it
back. I covered it with a bit of dirl. lis place was al Ihe camp and nol on my
bookshelf. Within a few feet of Ihe truck a perfectly intact trilobite from the
Paleozoic age was found. Time seemed al once 10 overlap and 10 collapse wilh
Ihese synchronislic finds.
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Topaz, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Utah, 14 October 1994 I
T-13-1S-111. At most of the camps I felt that the horizon was always visually
predominant. Every once in a while I found a vertical anomaly in the landscape.
They all seemed like markers.
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Amache, Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Colorado, 29 JUly 1994
I A-l-IO-1. Twice I visited and worked at Amache. Both times I felt· jinxed. On
my first visit, my camera broke. This was a first for me, and I was not prepared for
technical problems. I spent most of this first trip walking the camp and visually
exploring. At the end of the second visit, I had worked into the evening, and when
I was ready to leave I found that the main gate had been locked. I was suddenly and
ironically a prisoner behind the barbed wire fence in this camp. It was a strange
feeling, and I had moments of panic. When I came to my senses, I took a few tools
and dismantled a portion of the barbed wire fence. I drove my pickup truck oul and
over a ditch and reassembled the fence. I was glad to have my freedom.
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Amache. Japanese-American Concentration Camp, Colorado, 11 June 1994
/ A-IO-I-IO. This-poignant grave marker seemed to epitomize all of the unmarked and marked graves that I found at some of the camps. My memory of
Amache includes harsh winds, slab foundations, dirt roads, the cemetery, .and the
dead trees. The collective voices were still. inherent and speaking to me in this
eerie landscape. Detail of original image.
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NOTES
I. From commentary by John Hersey in John Armor and Peter Wright, Manzanar.
Photographs by Ansel Adams (New York: Times Books, 1988). See also, Eugene V.
Rostow, "Our Worst Wartime Mistake," Harper's 191 (September 1945), 193-201.
The literature on the Japanese-American internment has been growing rapidly. See
especially, Roger Daniels, The Politics of Prejudice: The Anti-Japanese Movement
in California and the Struggle for Japanese Exclusion (New York: Atheneum,
1968); Michi Weglyn, Years of Infamy: The Untold Story of America's Concentration Camps (New York: William Morrow & Company, 1976); Peter Irons, Justice
at War (New York: Oxford University Press, 1983); Allan R. Bosworth, America's
Concentration Camps (New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 1967); and John
Tateishi, ed., And Justice for All: An Oral History of the Japanese-American Detention Camps (New York: Random House, 1984).
2. As quoted in Roger Daniels, Sandra C. Taylor, and Harry H. L. Kitano, eds.,
Japanese-Americans: From Relocation to Redress (Salt Lake City: University of
Utah Press, 1986), 5.
3. Tom Crouch was head curator of this exhibit with assistance from Edward
Szell. Museum Specialist Jennifer Locke was primary researcher for the project.
An abbreviated version is scheduled to travel to several cities across the nation
through 1998.
4. Leslie T. Hatamiya, Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans and the Passage
of the Civil Liberties Act of i988 (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press,
1988).
5. The phrase comes from Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes in the foreword
to Ansel Adams, Born Free and Equal: Photographs of the Loyal Japanese-Americans at Manzanar Relocation Center, inyo County, California (New York: United
States Camera, 1944), 7. Ickes and Attorney General Francis Biddle were the only
cabinet members to oppose the move. See also Roger Daniels's comments in Daniels,
Taylor, and Kitano, eds., Japanese-Americans, 4.
6. Arthur Zich, "Japanese-Americans: Home at Last," National Geographic 169
(April 1986), 512-39.
7. Phillip Marumoto in The Oregonian, 12 September 1981, as cited in Sandra C.
Taylor, "Evacuation and Economic Loss: Questions and Perspectives," in Daniels,
Taylor and Kitano, eds., Japanese-Americans, 166.
8. Frank Iritani and Joanne Iritani, Ten Visits: Accounts of Visits to all the Japanese-American Relocation Centers (San Mateo, California: Japanese American
Curriculum Project, Inc., 1995).
.
9. The reasons for this decision are conveniently summarized in Gerald Stanley,
"Justice Deferred: A Fifty-Year Perspective on Japanese-Internment Historiography," Southern California Quarterly 74 (Summer 1992), 181-206.
10. Roger Daniels, Concentration Camps, USA: Japanese Americans and World
War 11 (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1972), 78ff.
II. For the New Mexico connection, see Richard Melzer, "Casualties of Caution
and Fear: Life in Santa Fe's Japanese Internment Camp, 1942-1946," in Essays in
Twentieth-Century New Mexico, ed. Judith Boyce DeMark (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1994),213-40; John J. Culley, "World War II and a Western
Town: The Internment of the Japanese Railroad Workers of Clovis, New Mexico,"
Western Historical Quarterly 13 (January 1982), 43-61; Culley, "The Santa Fe
Internment Camp and the Justice Department Program for Enemy Aliens," in
Japanese Americans, eds. Daniels, Taylor and Kitano, 57-68; and Toby Smith,
"Barbed Wire and Kabuki: The Story of an Internment Camp," impact: Albuquerque Journal Magazine 4 (31 March 1981), 4-8.
12. On Poston, see Paul Bailey, City in the Sun: The Japanese Concentration
Camp at Poston, Arizona (Los Angeles, California: Western lore Press, 1971).
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13. Norman R. Jackman, "Collective Protest in Relocation Centers," American
Journal of Sociology 43 (November 1957), 264-72.
14. Estelle Ishigo, Lone Heart Mountain (Santa Clara, California: Communicart,
1972); Mary Tsukamoto and Elizabeth Pinkerton, We the People: A Story of Internment in America (Elk Grove, California: Laguna Publishers, 1987); Sue Kunitomi,
The Lost Years, 1942-1946 (Los Angeles, California: Moonlight Publications, 1982);
and Yoshiko Uchida, Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese-American Family
(Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1982). See also the biography of Shi
Nomura: Jerry Stanley, I Am an American: A True Story of Japanese Internment
(New York: Crown Publishers, 1994).
15. Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston, Farewell to Manzanar: A
True Story of Japanese American Experience During and After the World War IJ
Internment (Boston, Massachusetts: Houghton Miff) in, 1973).
16. A Ibuquerque Tribune, 14 September 1994, D-I ,0-3; Ferenc Szasz interviews with Ruth Hashimoto, 1993, 1994.
17. From Vincent Tajiri, ed., Through Innocent Eyes: Writings and Art from the
Japanese-American Internment by Poston I Schoolchildren (Los Angeles, California: Keiko Services Press, 1990), as quoted in the brochure, "Poston Memorial
Monument," available at the Parker, Arizona, Information Center.
18. From the Special Collections Division at the University of Arizona Library.
As quoted in Bailey, City in the Sun, 113-14.
19. Toyo Suyemoto Kawakami in Arthur A. Hansen, ed., Japanese-American
World War Jl Evacuation Oral History Project. Part I, Internees (Westport, Connecticut: Meckler, 1991), 30.
20. Deborah Gesensway and Mindy Roseman, Beyond Words: Images from
America's Concentration Camps (Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press,
1987), 30, 163, 170.
21. Mine Okubo, Citizen 13660 (1946; Seattle: University of Washington Press,
1983 ).
22. "Coast Japs Are Interned in Mountain Camp," Life 12 (6 April 1942), 1519; "Tule Lake," Life 16 (20 March 1944), 25-35, photographs by Carl Mydans.
23. Maisie Conrat and Richard Conrat, Executive Order 9066: The Internment of
110,000 Japanese-Americans (Los Angeles: California Historical Society, 1972);
John D. Stevens, "From Behind Barbed Wire: Freedom of the Press in World War II
Japanese Centers," Journalism Quarterly 48 (Summer 1971), 279-87.
24. Ansel Adams and Mary Street Alinder, Ansel Adams: An Autobiography
(Boston, Massachusetts: Little, Brown and Company, 1985), 258, 260.
25. Adams, Born Free and Equal.
26. Adams and Alinder, Autobiography, 260; Karin Becker Ohm, "What You See
Is What You Get: Dorothea Lange and Ansel Adams at Manzanar," Journalism
History 4 (Spring 1977), 14-22, 32.
27. Armour and Wright, Manzanar.
28. Ohm, Dorothea Lange and the Documentary Tradition (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1980), 114-57.
29. Photographs by Patrick Nagatani, essay by Eugenia Parry Janis, Nuclear
EnchcJntment (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991).
30. Patrick Nagataniin the Los Angeles Times, 16 July 1995.
31. Graham Howe, Jacquel ine Markham, Patrick Nagatani, and Scott Rankin,
eds., Two Views of Manzanar: An exhibition of photographs by Ansel Adams/Toyo
Miyatake (Los Angeles, California: Frederick S. Wright Art Gallery, UCLA, 1978).
Shown at the Frederick S. Wright Art Gallery, UCLA, 21 November 1978 to 14
January 1979. Los Angeles Times, 16 July 1995. A Nagatani photograph appeared
on the dust jacket of Richard S. Nishimoto, Inside an American Concentration
Camp (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1995).
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A Contest ofFaiths: Missionary Women and Pluralism in the American Southwest.
By Susan M. Yohn. (Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1995. xi + 266 pp.
lIIustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $42.50 cloth, $16.96 paper.)
One of the reasons for the extreme rancor characteristic of the debate over
multiculturalism in contemporary American society is the poorly understood circumstances that led to this juncture in our history. Susan Yohn's A Contest ofFaiths
offers insight into these important and controversial developments.
Yohn focuses on late nineteenth- early twentieth-century Presbyterian women
missionaries who sought to bring northern New Mexico's Hispano-Catholic population into the American cultural and religious mainstream, primarily through the
vehicle of the mission school. She sets the stage for that effort with an analysis of
the broader Anglo-Hispano contest in late nineteenth-century New Mexico, devoting particular attention to the struggles between Archbishop Lamy and such "traditional" New Mexico Catholics as Padre Antonio Jose Martinez. These fissures
within the Catholic church undoubtedly provided, she suggests, an opening for the
incoming Presbyterians.
Yohn provides a composite view of women who became missionaries, their
varied and complex motives for entering mission work, and the unanticipated challenges and obstacles they encountered in the mission field. The latter, she emphasizes, forced Presbyterian women who remained in New Mexico for extended periods
to make significant adjustments in their strategies and goals. Most significantly,
Hispano reluctance to renounce their inherited faith led missionaries to gradually
move away from their original emphasis on religious conversion and stress more
secular aspects of their work: education, health care, and community activities.
Simultaneously, missionaries also developed and shared with supporters "back East"
more tolerant and accepting views of the culture they had set out to transform.
These adjustments allowed the missionaries to reach Hispano students and their
families, but also, Yohn adds, to build careers for themselves and to feel relatively
successful in them.
Missionary women did not demand equity for their clients; however, Yohn
stops short of labeling them "cultural pluralist," a distinction she reserves for some
ofthe students who attended Presbyterian schools. While acknowledging that relatively few students became Presbyterian, she suggests that selective acculturation
of Pq:sbyterian offerings helped Hispanos deal with the traumatic economic and
social changes that accompanied United States control oftheir homeland. Moreover,
Yohn contends, those Hispanos who became Presbyterian. insisted on retaining
189
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uniquely Hispanic traditions in their "new faith." Eventually some of these "true
cultural pluralist demanded racial justice and equity in their adopted church. This,
she concludes, increased Presbyterian awareness and support for civil rights and
contributed to more ecumenical and multicultural emphases. Ironically, the missionaries' shift to more secular emphases also led some Presbyterians to advocate that
the state assume greater responsibilities in the name of "social justice," a development that led to the demise of the women's mission movement.
Mark T. Banker
Webb School ofKnoxville, Tennessee

Sharing the Desert: The Tohono 0 'odham in History. By Winston P. Erickson.
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1994. xii + 182 pp. Illustrations, maps,
bibliographies, index. $35.00.)
Financed in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities
and commissioned by the Tohono O'odham Nation as a text for use in the tribal
schools, Sharing the Desert: The Tohono O'odham in History exhibits some of the
difficulties inherent in producing textbooks and official histories. Nevertheless,
Winston P. Erickson, a member of the research staff of the Center for the American
West at the University of Utah, has crafted a narrative history which sheds light on
the oft neglected Tohono O'odham and fulfills the intent of the volume to attract
readers "with concern or curiosity about Native American history" (p. xii).
The basic theme of Erickson's study is the struggle of the Tohono 0' odham
people to live in harmony with the environment of the Sonoran Desert of Arizona
and New Mexico. Thus, Erickson writes that the Tohono O'odham "became a kind,
gentle, sharing people, and in small groups of extended families, they developed a
peaceful way of life, adapting themselves to the dry climate and the diet that the
land afforded them" (p. 8). This effort to live in accord with the desert was disturbed by "invasions" from the Apaches, Spanish, Mexicans, and Americans. The
impact of these "intruders" upon the Tohono O'odham people led to the centralization of tribal government, the exploitation of resources, the loss of culture by assimilation and the replacement of hunting and gathering by cattle ranching as a
primary economic function, and the division of tribal lands between the United
States and Mexico.
Some readers will have difficulty with the uncritical account of the Tohono
O'odham, while the descr"iption of Apache culture alludes only to war and conquest.
In addition, the characterization of American culture as dominated by "greed" will
not set well with those who question the value of multicultural education (p. 110).
Erickson does not instill a sense of hopelessness or frustration with this chronicle of
invasion and conflict. In the conclusion, Erickson returns to the theme of cooperation with the desert environment, reminding his audience in the primary schools of
the Tohono O'odham that "Their desert land is special. It is where their ancestors
were able to adapt to the land and make it work for them. It is where the O'odham
can continue to change as needed, yet maintain their distinctive identity and share
their traditions" (p. 166).
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The Tohono O'odham Nation should be pleased with the cultural pride and
appreciation which Erickson conveys in this work. Yet, like many textbooks, the
prose is often dry and repetitive, and it will take knowledgeable and creative teachers to make the ideas of Sharing the Desert come alive for the school children of the
Tohono O'odham Nation.
Ron Briley
Sandia Preparatory School ofAlbuquerque
Historical Atlas ofLouisiana. By Charles Robert Goins and John Michael Caldwell.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1995. xv + 98 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, appendixes, index. $29.95.)
Although often given short shrift in the grand sweep of American history,
Louisiana has repeatedly played an important role in the history of North America.
Its strategic location at the mouth of the Mississippi River attracted the attention of
the great colonial powers, for the nation that controlled the Mississippi River
valley also controlled access to a very lucrative fur trade. During its 1763-1804
tenure, Spain developed Louisiana as a buffer against Anglo-American incursion
into its silver-rich Provincias Internas, curtailing the westward migration of the
restless norteamericanos until after the Louisiana Purchase. The Mississippi River
valley was at once the farthest extension of the great-but waning-Spanish empire
in America and the departure point for the expansion of a new, more vital empire.
Since then, the region's fine agricultural potential and excellent ports have helped
Louisiana retain a place of significance in United States history.
The Historical Atlas ofLouisiana encapsulates Louisiana's rich history in one
handsome volume. From its physical setting, through its political and economic
development, to its cultural growth, almost every conceivable aspect of this notable
region's story receives the close attention of the authors. Giving equal weight to
graphics and the written word, each of the ninety-nine, clearly drawn, full-page
maps has an accompanying page of text that functions as an essay on the map's
topic. The topics, ranging from Louisiana's aboriginal Indians to tourism, are, arranged under ten general headings in roughly chronological order. At least a third of
the book is devoted to Louisiana's early history. The Civil War is not examined until
maps thirty-eight through forty, a vast· improvement over other historical atlases
that concentrate on recent political, economic, and demographic topics.
The design of the Historical Atlas ofLouisiana contains some interesting features. Besides the one map/one page of text format, the reference section contains an
extensive gazeteer. In addition, each map or group of related maps has its own
bibliography-an extremely helpful reference tool for those wanting more information on a specific topic. There is also an adequate index. One less-than-pleasing
design element is that one must turn the book ninety degrees to read it. That is, the
maps all appear on the verso page, the text on the·recto. By turning the book, the
map becomes the top of the page and the text is printed in three columns at the
bottom. Admittedly a personal prejudice, this reviewer finds that layout annoying.
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One cannot find a better general reference work on Louisiana and the early
Mississippi River valley than the Histotical Atlas of Louisiana. Not only is the
amount of material included in the slim volume astounding, but the cartography is
clear, concise, and attractive. The often graceful narrative accompanying the maps is
a pleasure to read. This is a reference work that should be available to every student
of history.
William H. Broughton
Arizona Historical Society

Revolutionizing Motherhood: The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo. By Marguerite
Guzman Bouvard. (Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources, Inc., 1994. 279 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, initially focused upon the disappearances
of loved ones, transgressed social and political barriers seeking cracks in the Argentine systems of power in order to engage in political discourse with the government.
Marguerite Guzman Bouvard demonstrates the effectiveness of the Mothers of the
Plaza de Mayo, a social movement based upon traditional feminine characteristics
that challenged and ultimately contributed to the end of the Argentine military
junta.
Guzman Bouvard traces the history of the Mothers following their activities
from the Dirty War through the early 1990s. In 1977, responding to the disappearances of loved ones, the Mothers began to organize after meeting one another in
various government offices while searching for their children, spouses, siblings, and
other family members. After they could not safely congregate in Catholic churches,
the Mothers began to meet and demonstrate in the Plaza de Mayo, demanding the
return of their children. They continued to demonstrate after the return to democracy, criticizing the Argentine government for pardoning military officers while at
the same time broadening their political demands to include freedom ofthe press and
squatters' rights.
Using a vast amount of resources, ranging from social theory to oral history,
Guzman Bouvard presents a well-written history of the Mothers. She follows their
beginnings, their choice of the white shawl, and their continued struggles with the
Argentine government and press. Furthermore, Guzman Bouvard discusses their
international connections with solidarity groups such as the Support Group of the
mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (SAAM) and with sympathetic individuals such as
Sandro Pertini, president of Italy. Guzman Bouvard also uncovers the effects upon
the Mothers of the Reagan administration's policy toward human rights in Argentina. Guzman Bouvard's study would enhance any Latin American or Women's
Studies course. Through her narrative, Guzman Bouvard reveals the Mothers' challenge to the idea that Latin American women are not political nor engage in political
discourse. The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, Co-Madres of El Salvador, and
Mutual Support Group (GAM) of Guatemala, to name a few, exemplify Latin
American women's search for a political voice, whether in human rights or greater
political enfranchisement.
Elaine Carey
University ofNew Mexico

BOOK REVIEWS

193

Not Room Enough: Mexicans, Anglos. and Socioeconomic Change in Texas,
1850-1900. By Kenneth L. Stewart and Arnoldo De Le6n. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1993. xv + 148 pp. Map, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $27.50 cloth.)
In Not Room Enough: Mexicans. Anglos, and Socioeconomic Change in Texas.
1850-1900, Kenneth L. Stewart and Arnoldo De Le6n study the structural changes
that occurred in Texas from 1850 to 1900 which they believe benefited Anglos and
brought degradation for Mexicans. Using data from the decennial censuses of Texas
in the period under investigation, Stewart and De Le6n show that the shift to
modernization in the Lone Star State was an uneven process. The authors argue that
the post-I 870s drive towards modernity ensured that Texas would not be a '''land
of room enough 'for its Hispanic population" (p.xii).
In order to prove their thesis, Stewart and De Le6n focus on the effect modernization had on various institutions in Texas: the economy and labor, politics, education, and the family. Each of these subjects is encapsulated in a chapter preceded by
an introduction covering general Texas history from 1519 to 1900 and followed by
an epilogue. Stewart and De Le6n show that modernity's economic growth occurred
in areas tied to the greater United States economy and not in the southern and
central portions of the state largely inhabited by Mexicans. Coupled with these
structural changes was the emergence of a racial ideology by which Anglos looked
upon Mexicans as best suited for menial labor while "whites" were best suited for
skilled and professional jobs. This exclusion from specialized-labor markets impaired Tejanos' pursuits of political interests while the demography of the Mexican
settlement region under study, including those under 21 years old, women, and
non-citizen men, diluted their collective political voice. The inequality resulting
from a lack of political power was firmly embedded in the educational system.
Whites looked upon Mexicans as suited only for manual labor and thus de-emphasized
education for Mexicans-thus preventing any occupational gain.
Modernization's effect on the above institutions in the nineteenth century set
the stage for the twentieth century. Whereas in the nineteenth century Mexicans
were viewed individually, the large influx of Mexican immigrants in the early twentieth century led to the construction of a negative image of the Tejano family. Anglos
perceived a deprived Mexican culture that proved an obstacle to the Americanization efforts of Progressives inthe early twentieth century. As Stewart and De Le6n
see it, this new view of Mexican culture and backward family life served to justify
new means of domination and discrimination.
Stewart and De Le6n offer an informative and well-researched study that documents the disenfranchisement of Tejanos in the late nineteenth century and offers
insight into this group's social conditions in the twentieth century. My one regret is
that because of the limitations of space and the nature of their sources Tejanos'
agency is lost amid binding structures. This book goes a long way, however, in
explaining inequality's economic base.
Ernesto Chavez
University o/Texas at El Paso

194

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1996

Dancing with the Devil: Society and Cultural Poetics in Mexican-American South
Texas. By Jose E. Lim6n. (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1994. xii + 240
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $42.00 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
Jose E. Lim6n's most recent text is a rare and delightful journey through a
Mexican-American cultural ethnography. Rich in anecdotal examples, it is easily
readable but for an annoying propensity for accents and tildes on Spanish words
where they are not needed. While Lim6n's humor and knowledgeable use of contemporary theory enhance his argument of cultural resistance in South Texas, the University of Wisconsin Press did him a disservice in lack of editing, both for occasional
typos in English and correct Spanish spelling and accents. For example, the city of
San Antonio is cited frequently in the book, but always spelled incorrectly as "San
Antonio." Accents are either missing on Spanish words or placed incorrectly:
"Limonada" and "verguenza" do not have accents, whereas "si" (for yes) and "aqui"
should carry accents on each "I." This carelessness in final editing detracts from an
otherwise noteworthy scholarly study.
By example of what he calls his "precursors" in cultural anthropology (in south
Texas), Lim6n subtly demonstrates the Texas Mexican's response to a decades-long
history of racism by a dominant Anglo society. A preference for Spanish over
Indian or Mexican, and Mexican over Texas Chicano, in these precursors' writings,
leads to an identification of the Texas Chicano as coyote, mean, and even devil-like.
Lim6n appropriates this devil image to explain the Chicano's resistance. In the
penultimate chapter, he also shows that Chicanas, or women of the Texas Mexican
community, use stories of dancing with the devil to resist male dominance in their
culture.
While Lim6n's earlier studies have often focused on Chicano poetry and its
contribution to Mexican-American history, this text goes beyond poetic analysis to
an analysis of a people's representation by the Other during the past century. An
early review of this book (D.R. McKay, Choice, April 1995) criticized Lim6n for
moving in multiple directions and not following a central thesis, but the reviewer
failed to understand the author's intention to open previous documentation on
south Texas Mexican-American folklore in order to construct the second half of his
book. Chicano folklore grew out of violence, linguistic controls, racial exclusion
from politics, and capitalism impacting on this particular society in the United
States. Lim6n sees folklore speaking to these invasions, responding with survival.
Why did the devil dance with such intensity in south Texas, Lim6n asks. He answers
by arguing persuasively that this devil, or Mexican-American folklore, created its
own niche and warrants study as an entity separate from Mexican (Mexico) or
Anglo-Texan culture. Citing his own travels between San Antonio and Corpus Christi
and his personal experiences (eating with locals, participating in local dances) further enhances his observations and writing style, much like Patricia Williams's style
in Alchemy ofRace and Rights. If the University of Wisconsin Press cleans up the
text and releases a new edition, Dancing with the Devil could be indispensable for a
contemporary history or anthropology class, or for any scholar lacking an understanding of the Mexican-American struggle and livelihood in Texas.
Elizabeth Coonrod Martinez
Sonoma State University
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Charles M. Russell. Sculptor. By Rick Stewart. (Fort Worth, Texas: Amon Carter
Museum, 1994. xi + 400 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, index. $95.00.)
Among the artists depicting the people and wildlife of the nineteenth-century
American West, Charles M. Russell was one of the most accomplished and commercially successful. In addition to his self-taught ability as a painter of oil and watercolor pictures, Russell was also gifted as a sculptor. People familiar with the legend
of his commercial success in both painting and sculpting know that Russell prospered primarily due to the aggressive management of his wife, Nancy. Now, a fine
new art book by Rick Stewart, the curator of western painting and sculpture and the
director of the Amon Carter Museum in Fort Worth, Texas, combines a thorough
account of Charlie Russell's sculptures and Nancy Russell's' impressive business
activities.
Stewart provides two detailed chapters covering Charlie's life (1864-1926)
with solid research evident in the ninety over-sized pages of text and photos, plus
more than 300 footnotes. One crucial source for Stewart's research was the collection of Nancy Russell's business and personal papers that have been available to
scholars only in recent years. Russell fans and scholars can find a wealth of new
information and photographs from Stewart's gleanings of the Helen E. and Homer E.
Britzman Collection at the Taylor Museum for Southwestern Studies at the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center. Like Brian Dippie's 1993 art book on Russell's
illustrated letters, Word Painter (also published by the Amon Carter Museum and
Abrams), Stewart uses the Britzman Collection of Nancy Russell's papers as a
springboard for his unique examination of one of the great artists and vivid characters of the West.
An unforeseen bonus of this book is its treatment of businesswoman ~ancy
Russell along with Charlie and his sculptures. The third chapter concerns Nancy's
life without Charlie, from her husband's death in 1926 to her own death in 1940 and
Texas newspaperman Amon Carter's acquisition of Russell sculptures in 1945.
Unlike most sculptors, Charlie made few visits to any foundry and left the details of
the business of bronze making to Nancy, including foundry selection and quality
control. After Charlie's death, her inventory of paintings dwindling, Nancy often
relied on the sales of sculptures for income.
The backbone of the book, the fourth chapter, is a piece-by-piece examination
of each bronze sculpture in Nancy's personal collection, the only complete array of
works that Russell meant to cast in metal. The earlier chapters discuss many of the
intriguing folk art sculptures that Charlie made compulsively for fun and for gifts,
not for bronze casting. This 224-page section presents the clearest history yet of
each of the forty-six formal bronze castings that demonstrate Russell's greatest
accomplishments as a sculptor. Stewart provides the various names for each piece,
the year modeled, the numbers and foundries for each cast, the physical details, the
cultural and historical context for the subject (such as the climax of a battle from·a
Blackfoot warrior's story), a list of each place a copy of this sculpture has been
exhibited, and, finally, another list of each published reference to the work, from
small-town Montana newspapers to fine art books. In the posthumous confusion
of multiple castings, occasional fakes, unauthorized copies, and overall uncertainty
associated with many Russell bronzes, Stewart makes welcome clarifications. The
muddled story of Russell's bronzes had become even more confusing with the
unauthorized copies made by collector Homer Britzman, one of the buyers ofNancy
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Russell's estate. Stewart untangles the circumstances of castings Britzman made
following Nancy's death, seemingly in cahoots with the officials managing her estate
and in direct contradiction of her stated and written wishes. Britzman is Stewart's
villain in the story of how Russell's art collection was scattered to the winds following Nancy's death.
The author advances the knowledge of Russell sculptures far beyond earlier
valuable detective work done by researchers, such as the late Fred Renner. This
book may be the key to fixing Russell's reputation as a fine sculptor, despite the
wide proliferation of unauthorized poor-quality castings.
Raphael Cristy
University ofNew Mexico

Texian Iliad: A Military History ofthe Texas Revolution, 1835-1836. By Stephen L.
Hardin. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1995. xix + 321 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Stephen Hardin has accomplished two remarkable feats. He has produced a
highly readable account of the Texas Revolution, and he has been fair to both sides.
Whenever possible, Hardin has consulted Mexican sources; his narrative accounts
for few villains and fewer heroes. While the Texians were products of the North
American militia tradition, the Mexicans were influenced more by Napoleonic tactics. While Mexicans demonstrated superior equestrian skills, Texians proved better
marksmen, particularly when firing from behind natural cover. Yet Hardin holds that
the tactics employed by both armies were amateurish, since the Texians were mostly
volunteers while Mexico assigned large numbers of convicts to protect the borderlands.
The author sorts through myth to create a realistic chronicle of the war. Texians
remained unsure of their cause; they could agree on little besides their hatred· of
Santa Anna's dictatorial regime. The Texian army suffered from disorganization,
discord, and temporary desertion. Many within its ranks sought relief from boredom by hoisting ajug of corn liquor. While Texians suffered from lack of clothing,
food, and medical supplies, they also hungered for booty and land as a reward for
their services.
Hardin finds no evidence to support the claim that the sacrifice at the Alamo
allowed Houston to raise and train an army. His portrait of Houston is complex. The
hero of San Jacinto emerges as a timid fighter who sought to avoid combat but also
a stalwart leader who kept his head while subordinates lost theirs. The author
concludes that Houston was the first Texas commander with the ability to plan
beyond the next battle.
Texian Iliad is packed with detail, yet never loses the human element. Hardin's
descriptions are sometimes ghastly. Richard Andrews, who was killed at Concepci6n,
lingered for several hours. Andrews begged to be released from his suffering, placed
a finger on his bullet holes, and tried to tear them open in a frantic effort to alleviate
the pain. At San Jacinto a Mexican drummer boy had both legs broken, yet a Texian
soldier came upon the youth and proceeded to blow his brains out.
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Steven Hardin draws a vivid picture of the war for Texas independenceengrossing, balanced, astute. Texian Iliad is a model of historical craftsmanship; it is
also a splendid tale told with wisdom and compassion.
Ronald L. Davis
Southern Methodist University
El bandolero, el pocho y la raza: imagenes cinematograficas del chicano. By David
R. Maciel. (Albuquerque and Mexico City: University of New Mexico Center for
Regional Studies and Universidad Nacional Aut6noma de Mexico, 1994. 126 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $10.00 paper.)

This abundantly illustrated and well-documented monograph is a comprehensive chronicle of the troublesome film portrayals of Mexican-Americans in both the
United States and Mexico, as well as the emergent tradition of Chicano cinema.
Cultural historian David Maciel is the first scholar to .systematically study the
depiction of Chicanos in the Mexican cinema. He contrasts his findings with the
ongoing critique of Hollywood's Mexican-Americans and celebrates the achievements of two generations of Chicano directors in the struggle for the control of their
own cultural representation.
Maciel examined over 300 films and conducted numerous interviews with producers, directors, actors, and critics on both sides of the border to confirm his
conclusions. Surprisingly, he found that the depictions of Mexican-Americans in
the films of Mexico are as distorted and stereotyped as they have always'been in the
United States. After growing up in the flickering shadows of the racist legacy of
Hollywood's "greaser westerns," "bandoleros," and "spit-fire" femme fatales,
Chicanos had optimistically assumed that filmmakers in Mexi~o would portray
them with understanding and dignity. Instead, what appeared on the screen were
"pochos," Americanized Mexicans whose exploits north of the border both degraded and disgraced them. No distinction was made between recent immigrants and
the Mexican population stranded north of the border in 1848. The implication of
almost every single film is that the only means to salvation is the return to Mexico
and reintegration into Mexican culture and society. Not one of these films examines
the local social and economic causes of the northward migrations. Like their Hollywood counterparts, Mexican films tend to reflect the status quo and ideology of the
dominant classes.
The initial Chicano response to this dilemma of misrepresentation was, not
surprisingly, the documentary film. Beginning in the early I 970s, dozens of documentaries were made on subjects as diverse as art history, music, and theater, as well
as history and contemporary social problems such as immigration and education.
The documentary responds well to the revisionist motivation of Chicanos wanting
to portray their own cultural and social reality. Besides, documentaries are cheaper
and easier to distribute. Luis Valdez and the Teatro Campesino were involved from
the beginning, producing Yo soy Joaquin (1967), a dramatic reading and visual montage based on the epic Chicano poem by Rodolfo Gonzalez. With three Emmy
Awards to its credit, one of the most highly regarded Chicano documentaries is The
Lemon Grove Incident (1980) by Paul Espinosa, which portrayed a pivotal 1930
struggle against segregation of Mexican-American school children.
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The first Hollywood supported (Universal Studios) Chicano movie was Zoot
Suit, the film ofthe Luis Valdez play set during the so-called Zoot Suit Riots in Los
Angeles during World War II. Other commercial films examined in this study include
Cheech Marin's Born in East L.A., which enjoyed more critical acclaim and recognition outside the United States than inside, and La Bamba, Luis Valdez's hit based on
the life of rock and roller Ricardo Valenzuela (a.k.a. Richy Valens). Every significant
Chicano independent production is also discussed, including Jesus Salvador Trevino's
Raices de Sangre and Seguin; Robert Young's Alambrista; The Ballad ofGregorio
Cortes, a Chicano "Rashoman" based on the most famous of the border ballad
heroes; Gregory Nava's El Norte; Isaac Arteristein's Break ofDawn; Edward Olmos's
films Stand and Deliver and American Me, among many others.
Throughout his study, Maciel offers succinct summaries of plots and characterization, a review of the critical response, and his own evaluations of the achievements and deficiencies of the films he examines. The charge could be levelled that
this book is longer on anecdote and synopsis than on film criticism and cultural
theory. But there are already excellent collections of essays on these topics, including Gary Keller's Cine Chicano (1988) and Chon Noriega's Chicanos and Film:
Essays on Chicano Representation and Resistance (1991). The value and usefulness
of Maciel's study is primarily as cultural chronicle, a welcome, many-faceted, and
timely update on an exploding cultural phenomenon.
This reviewer found only a few oversights and shortcomings worthy of mention. A complete chronological filmography alongside the bibliography would have
been useful to the reader to track and cross reference films by and about Chicanos.
Since the corpus of this study was limited to 300 films, it would be useful to see
how many additional films were made in the different genres covered. For instance,
there are several greaser westerns not included here, including the first
psycho-western, Rattlesnake: A Psychical Species (1917) by Romaine Fielding.
The delineation of critical categories such as that of "Chicano film" carries the
implicit risk of misclassification. Maciel correctly includes Herbert Biberman's 1954
masterpiece Salt ofthe Earth as a precursor to Chicano film because of its progressive feminist and labor themes, and its predominantly Mexican-American cast.
Curiously, his "Bandoleros" chapter includes Les Blank's 1969 independent documentary Chulas Fronteras as one of "Hollywood 's scarce positive portrayals" even
though its cast is entirely composed of Tex-r\1ex musicians and their devoted listeners. The critical question raised here concerns the complexity of defining "Chicano
film." Should Stand and Deliver be excluded from the canon of Chicano film director
Ram6n Menendez who is a Cuban-American? Obviously not.
It is essential to note that like much of David Maciel's most important scholarship, El bandolero, el pocho y la raza is written in Spanish and distributed in
Mexico as well as the United States, providing an important cultural bridge to
Mexican critics, intellectuals, and filmmakers. His role as international mediator has
been important in making Chicano and Mexican films available to audiences, critics,
and festivals on both sides of the border.
Enrique R. Lamadrid
University ofNew Mexico
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Bert Geer Phillips and the Taos Art Colony. By Julie Schimmel and Robert R. White.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1994. xxv + 352 pp. Illustrations,
appendixes, bibliography, index. $50.00.)
When Bert Phillips and Ernest Blumenschein stumbled onto Taos, New Mexico
in September 1898, they found a land ripe for artistic exploration. Blumenschein
eventually returned to New York, but Phillips stayed, becoming the first resident
artist of Taos. Phillips settled in Taos and decided Taos was ideal for an artists
colony. He devoted his early career to attracting artists to the area while simultaneously interpreting Taos on canvas.
Bert Geer Phil/ips and the Taos Art Colony is a welcome and long overdue study
of Taos's first resident artist by two of the leading scholars in the field of historic
New Mexico art. With this book, both Julie Schimmel and Robert R. White add an
impressive study to the scholarship on New Mexico.
As the biographer of another Taos artist, W. Herbert Dunton, and as a frequent
contributor to studies on Western art, Schimmel is one of the premier art historians
dealing with the West. Her essays on Phillips's pre-Taos career, his standing in the
academic mural-painting tradition, and his depictions of Hispanic and Native American life in New Mexico, place Phillips in contexts which allow for a better understanding of his work. Schimmel's stylistic and contextual analyses of Phillips's
Hispanic and Native American paintings bestow insights on the artist's approach to
the subject. Moreover, following the standard she established with her Dunton
biography, Schimmel provides an exhaustively researched exhibition record and
catalogue of known works on Phillips-both excellent sources for those interested
in the Taos colony.
Robert White lends his expertise on territorial art of New Mexico as well as the
Taos Society of Artists. White reveals much in his essays on early life in Taos and
on Phillips's role in the founding of the colony and the Taos Society. His meticulous
research yields a better understanding of Bert Phillips the person as well as Bert
Phillips the artist.
In spite of its excellent scholarship, solid writing, and new angles on the Taos
colony, Bert Geer Phil/ips and the Taos Art Colony is not without its minor problems, none of which are the fault of the authors. A study as important as this should
have had more reproductions of Phillips's paintings. Surely the University of New
Mexico Press could have found funding for more reproductions.
Nevertheless, this book is essential to art libraries, museums, and collectors
with interests in historic New Mexico art. It is an outstanding addition to the
growing list of studies on Taos art.
Michael R. Grauer
Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum
Between Worlds: Interpreters, Guides, and Survivors. By Frances Karttunen. (New
Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1994. xiv + 364 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Most of us are enmeshed in the ethnicity into which we are born, and we rarely
venture far from that starting point. Karttunen notes that few people have the need,
intelligence, or courage to move beyond those beginnings in order to function in the
"middle ground," the amorphous in-between area that emerges when cultures inter-
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sect. But mediating personalities have always existed on the edges of their own
worlds, and, from Finland to Mexico and the Azores to the United States, Frances
Karttunen searches them out. She posits that her subject's above average ability,
coupled with each one's marginalized societal position, explains their avid interaction with the "other." Brokering provides these mediators a modicum of security.
This apparent advantage often gives way to emotional isolation, however, when the
interactor's own ethnic group inevitably substitutes animosity for their original
indifference toward him/ her.
Dona Marina "La Malinche" (ca. 1500-1527) had no choice but to act as interpreter for Cortes and the conquistadors. Yet, fellow Native Americans, and many
Mexicans today, consider her a traitor. The author also traces the life of Charles
Eastman, or Ohiyesa (1858-1939), the Santee Sioux who succeeded in the Indian as
well as the American worlds, but ultimately found peace only away from them both.
Karttunen documents each subject's desire to survive or excel, and she graphically
illustrates in what way interaction with outsiders eventually resulted in further
ethnic alienation. It is worthwhile to read how this process is replicated, even in
geographically distanced and culturally divergent lives.
Karttunen 's research supports her thesis that what these subjects do share is an
uncommon aptitude for languages. As a linguist, she illuminates subtle nuances and
provides semantic explanations not usually found in an historical treatise. This
strength offsets the weakness of her overall organization and the redundant use of
certain documentary data. Karttunen 's sensitivity to the impact of class and gender
on all actors is laudable as is her choice of intermediaries: differing yet contributing
persons who choose conflict resolution over armed confrontation ... an apt lesson
for today's diverse and troubled world.
Patricia Burke Guggino
Los Lunas. New Mexico

Dan Stuart's Fistic Carnival. By Leo N. Miletich. (College Station: Texas A & M
University Press, 1995. xix + 321 pp. lIIustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
$24.95.)
In the last decade of the nineteenth century, professional prize fighting was a
very popular, albeit mostly illegal, activity. Placed squarely into this early Progressive Era setting, Dan Stuart's Fistic Carnival is a lively narrative that illustrates the
efforts of Dallas boxing promoter Dan Albert Stuart to successfully stage "The
Fight Of The Century." Author Leo Miletich follows the sequence of improbable
and unexpected events that developed as boxing supporters battled with local and
national leaders to bring world champion James J. Corbett and Australian challenger
Robert Fitzsimmons into the ring.
The core of the narrative is not the fight itself, but rather the constant attempts
by various civic and clerical leaders to prohibit the "pugilistic display" on moral
grounds. Boxing held the unusual position in late nineteenth-century America of
being a symbol of vice and corruption on the one hand and being elevated to a true
celebration of masculine virtue on the other. Once Stuart's proposed fight was
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announced, it quickly became the focal point for a national, and at times even
international, debate on the nature of accepted cultural values. As Miletich tries to
prove, the "Fistic Carnival" became symbolic of a much larger struggle to define
proper public morality and the bounds of popular culture.
Unfortunately, this book does not achieve all it sets out to do. Moral reformers
and public officials most often appear as mere obstacles in the path of the future
fight. Moving a less noble Dan Stuart off center stage and portraying early reformers
in a more complete and representative light would broaden the otherwise narrow
parameters of this narrative. Secondly, Miletich tries to connect his story to what he
terms the powerful "mystique" of boxing. Boxers are described as heroic "fighters"
while the public remains "constantly fascinated" by displays of "incredible athletic
prowess." "Despite many more frontal assaults," the author concludes, "boxing
[has] survived." In a sport where over 500 men have died since 1918 (one more at
the time of this writing), the obvious question that arises is: is this a good thing?
John Herron
University o/New Mexico

The Dominguez-Escalante Journal: Their Expedition Through Colorado. Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico in 1776. Edited by Ted J. Warner. Translated by fray Angelico
Chavez. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1995. xxii + 153 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography. $12.95.)

In 1776, fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez and fray Silvestre Velez de
Escalante left Santa Fe in search of a route to Monterey, CaJifornia. The Franciscans
described a circle through the Mountain West, traversing the Four Corners area and
traveling as far north as Utah Lake before returning by way of the Hopi pueblos.
Although failing to reach their intended destination, the trekkers recorded important
geographical and ethnohistorical information along the way.
From W.R. Harris to H.E. Bolton to the current collaborators, everyone who
has worked with this text has increased our knowledge. Robert Himmerich y Valencia
has provided a new foreword to the English portion of the 1976 edition (Brigham
Young University Press) of the journal and is credited with refining a number of
geographic coordinates, as well as silent changes to Chavez's translation. Even this
reviewer would add that the individual heretofore identified only as "Lorenzo Olivares
from La Villa de Paso" (p. 5), and his siblings, Maria Catarina and Manuel, were the
offspring of prominent pasefios, don Bernardino de Olivares and Eugenia Cubero.
Following his adventures in 1776, Olivares returned to El Paso.
Editor Warner's introduction reviews the considerable literature on the
Dominguez-Escalante expedition. In doing so, he explains the decision to publish a
fourth English translation of the journal.
A new generation of trail buffs will be happy to find this basic source back in
print in a format that will fit easily in a pack. Unfortunately for scholars, this
version lacks Chavez's painstaking transcription of the Spanish, which was published in the 1976 edition. That earlier edition had no index, a fact perhaps explained
by time constraints. Surely that could not be offered as an excuse for such an
omission this time around.

202

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1996

Chavez's scholarly translation doubtless benefitted from the ear of a
twelfth-generation New Mexican poet. His is the only one of the several translations based on the earliest known copy of the journal. Unless the missing original of
the journal surfaces and prompts someone to attempt a fifth translation, this effort
can be considered definitive.
Rick Hendricks
University ofNew Mexico
Tom Patterson: Colorado Crusader For Change. By Sybil Downing and Robert E.
Smith. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1995. xi + 272 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth.)
Sybil Downing and Robert E. Smith have produced a solid political biography.
A Colorado lawyer, politician, and newspaper editor between 1872 and 19 I 4, Tom
Patterson deserves more scholarly attention. Making extensive use of newspapers,
magazines, and Patterson's personal papers, Downing and Smith describe a man
who was central to the political development of Colorado and of Populism. For
nearly five decades, Tom Patterson had an almost incredible career, running a successful law practice that served both working people and mining magnates, building
the Democratic and Populist parties in Colorado, owning and editing the Rocky
Mountain News and the Denver Times, and serving in the Colorado legislature and
the United States Senate-often at the same time.
Tom Patterson is a difficult figure to pigeonhole, which adds greatly to the
appeal of this biography. An Irish immigrant and a life-long Democrat, the fiercely
ambitious Patterson arrived in territorial Colorado intending to make his fortune as
a politician in a place where immigrants or Democrats never had served in its government. This never phased Patterson, who worked to build a true fusion party during
Colorado's Populist Era. A Populist at heart, Patterson supported organized labor
and spoke out against imperialism, both tremendously unpopular stances in Colorado. In 190 I, he was appointed as a United States Senator by a Democratic legislature.
Patterson's fascinating career and the development of the Democratic party in
Colorado make for good storytelling, but Downing and Smith could have made the
story much larger by placing it in greater national context. How is the story of
Populism and Progressivism in Colorado different or similar elsewhere? Is Patterson's
career typical? Given the wealth of new research on politics and its varieties in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, especially in the American West, this
biography could have answered a lot of significant questions about what Populism
and Progressivism really mean. Still, Downing and Smith have provided a great
service by reminding us of this important man and by telling his story so well.
Anne Hyde
Colorado College
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John Hiltson: Cattle King on the Texas and Colorado Border. By Vernon R. Maddux.
(Niwot: University Press of Colorado. 1994. xii + 214 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
In about 125 pages of text, Vernon R. Maddux sketches the life of John Hittson,
whose rise from poverty to wealth and subsequent plummet from prosperity illustrated the fragility of the cattle frontier. Maddux makes a conscientious effort to put
together the fragments of Hittson' s experiences into a cohesive biography, although
he is hampered by limited evidence; the episodic nature of Hittson's existence
encourages abrupt discussions, as sixteen chapters indicate for a relatively short
narrative. This is Maddux's first book, and he is not yet a polished writer. But he
does the best he can to portray his somewhat elusive subject.
Born in 1831, John Nathan Hittson grew up on former Choctaw lands in Mississippi and then moved with his family to Texas in 1851. He met and promptly
married fourteen-year-old Selena Francis Brown. As a farmer and sheriff in Palo
Pinto county, Hittson was again part of the process of Native American dispossession. The Civil War years saw Hittson move permanently into the cattle business.
He participated in an industry which contributed to the loss of Indian lands as well
as the foundation of Anglo-American communities.
Hittson's own particular path took him to New Mexico and finally to Colorado. As trail driver, rancher, and vigilante, he attempted to advance or regenerate
his fortunes, often at considerable cost to those in his way. Driving more than
twenty thousand head of cattle a year to Colorado from 1867 to 1876, he earned
transitory fame as "Cattle Jack," only to die by accident in 1880.
"No doubt," Maddux writes of Jack Hittson, "he will not appear an American
hero to everyone" (p. 5). Unless we prefer our heroes to be bigoted, violent, and
bull-headed, Hittson does seem to be an unlikely candidate for adoration. At best,
Hittson appears as Maddux describes him, "an ordinary man facing the peculiar
circumstances of his time" (p. 5). These circumstances tell us a good deal about a
southwestern legacy many would rather not recall but we would do well to remember.
Peter Iverson
Arizona State University

The Caddo Indians: Tribes at the Convergence ofEmpires, 1542-1854. By F. Todd
Smith. (College Station: TexasA&M University Press, 1995.229 pp. Maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $24.50.)
The author's proclaimed intention was to remedy the paucity of historical
literature on the Caddos by making this work "the first comprehensive history of
the tribe to include all three confederacies, from the time of first contact with EuroAmericans to the settlement of the Caddos on the Brazos Reserve in 1854" (p. 4).
Instead, it reduces the daunting complexities of Caddo history to simplistic chronology.
Unhappily, this skeletal construction entails such crippling poverty of context
as to spawn dubious analysis. Readers will glean little sense of the quality of Caddo
communities or of Caddo interaction with either neighboring Indian peoples or the
Spanish and French who became part of their world. Neither the key dimension of
kinship-biological and fictive-in relations between the eastern Caddo and the
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French, nor the essential character of western Caddo relationships with the Spanish
crown are comprehended in Smith's analysis. Worrisome questions of fairness arise
in the treatment of the closely involved Wichitas and Comanches; the Texas Cherokees and associated immigrant tribes fare little better.
It is puzzling thatthe declared scope of the book ends with Caddo settlement
on the ill-fated Brazos Reserve in Texas in 1854, as though to disregard the ensuing
five-year catastrophe that culminated in final exodus from Texas, under federal
escort, in 1859. Relegation of that climactic period to four paragraphs in the
three-page "Conclusion" underscores this book's problems of balance.
Nevertheless, the extensive bibliography and notes, plus several useful maps,
could make this volume a useful instrument of the further inquiry that it should
encourage. It is a pity that skimpy book production poses obstacles to close attention to the notes: minuscule print obscures note texts as well as note calls; the notes
section in the back lacks the usual headers to indicate the pertinent text pages.
Persistent reading of the notes turns up some important data, however, and also
evokes sympathy for the onerous research involved in Smith's ambitious effort.
Elizabeth A.H. John
Austin, Texas
Nina Otero-Warren afSanta Fe. By Charlotte Whaley. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1994. 254 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography, index.
$29.95.)
Precious few biographies of New Mexican Hispanas grace bookshelves of libraries and bookstores. Charlotte Whaley's account of the fascinating Nina OteroWarren marks a beginning step toward filling those shelves. Unfortunately,
Otero-Warren left no private journals. To remedy this lack of sources, the author
interviewed family members and friends, thereby supplementing family papers,
correspondence, newspaper accounts, and Otero-Warren's 1936 book, Old Spain in
Our Southwest, with personal reminiscences. Whaley's interpretation of these sources
provides a celebratory glimpse of this Santa Fe Renaissance woman.
Nina Otero-Warren, descendant of wealthy Spanish landholding families, spent
much of her life at the center of Santa Fe social, political, and artistic networks.
After her short-lived 1908 marriage to Lieutenant Rawson Warren, she prevailed
upon her well-connected Otero relations to promote the cause of woman suffrage.
She also worked with Alice Paul's Congressional Union to convince New Mexico's
Anglo and Hispana women to support the struggle for statewide suffrage-an involvement which laid "the foundation for the leadership roles she would take in the
years ahead" (p. 79). Indeed, Otero-Warren spent the next fifty years working in an
impressive succession of careers, from politics (1922 Republican congressional candidate) to education (1937 WPA adult literacy program director) to real estate (owner/
manager of Las Dos Realty and Insurance, 1947-65). As Whaley surmises, "Author, businesswoman, educator, feminist, homesteader, politician, socialite, and
surrogate mother, Nina spent her life well, and mostly on her own terms" (p. 204).
Whaley's book consists of a chronological description of Otero-Warren's full
life, accompanied by an assortment of photographs. The author admirably places
the stages of Otero-Warren' s life in the context of wider events and repeatedly notes
that she combined her old world noble Spanish heritage with the progressive social

BOOK REVIEWS

205

ideals of her day. At the same time, she hovered over a delighted Santa Fe society
and ruled over not-so-delighted family member who resided in the Bergere "Big
House." By the end of the book, though, readers have learned all too little about
Otero-Warren on a personal level. Although such information is difficult to discern
from available sources, this important New Mexican woman merits a more prov;ocative examination. I, for one, want to know more.
Dedra S. McDonald
University ofNew Mexico
Essays on the Changing Images of the Southwest. Edited by Richard Francaviglia
and David Narrett. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1995. x + 153
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes. $24.50.)
This impressive anthology represents the outcome of the 28th Annual Walter
Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures, held at the University of Texas, Arlington, in
1993. Ably compiled and edited by Richard Francaviglia and David Narrett, the
volume includes a short but masterful introduction by David Weber and fascinating
essays by Francaviglia, Oakah Jones, Marta Weigle,Sylvia Rodriguez, and Karl
Doerry.
Several of the contributors emphasize the complexities inherent in trying to
define a region many feel they know, and no consensus is reached. Jones goes
furthest in defining the "Greater Southwest" as synonymous with colonial northern
New Spain. "This region includes today's Texas; California; New Mexico; Arizona;
portions of Nevada, Colorado, and Utah; the northern Mexican states; and Spanish
exploration of the Pacific Coast extending northward from California to Alaska" (p.
42). Alaska? Even this broad definition is not all-inclusive. What of Arkansas and
Oklahoma, states that formed part of the "Old Southwest" and continue to identify
themselves as southwestern?
Only outsiders' definitions of the Southwest are considered, but the perceptions of its inhabitants are of vital importance in this regard. How can the comparative economic, social, and political arrangements, and the settlement, trading, and
linguistic patterns of the region's indigenous peoples and older Hispanic settlers be
excluded from any effort to define it? Francaviglia concludes, "There are as many
Southwests as there are people who define it" (p. II). But perhaps there are fewer
southwests among its older inhabitants.
Doerry suggests that "the West has always been an artistic invention of Easterners," and argues that "the mythical West means the Southwest" (pp. 138, 152).
All of the other contributors similarly focus on the imaging efforts of colonizers,
outsiders, or newcomers. In so doing, they provide a useful, deconstructionist framework for approaching the products of such image-makers. What they do not do,
however, is address the relative importance of these products in terms of their
consumption. Just how widespread was, and is, all of this ephemeral imagery? And
what is the relationship between its distribution and the development of popular
perceptions and attitudes?
The essays concentrate primarily upon the literature of land promotion and
tourism at the expense of other forms of popular imagery. Only Doerry touches
upon that dispenser supreme of southwestern images, the Western; he does not
discuss popular movies or television. Though set throughout the West, most Westerns were shot in Arizona, Utah, California, or Mexico. "Texas" is the setting most
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often utilized, but it is a Texas containing Monument Valley, saguaro cacti, and other
southwestern icons. Via the silver screen and television, millions around the world
have consumed the Southwest in massive doses in packages labeled "Texas." As
Doerry suggests, the region became "everybody's second homeland, everybody's
dream home" (p. 152).
For older inhabitants of the region the Southwest was, and is, their first homeland. Image making among the indigenous populations and early settlers is not
discussed. An index would have been helpful, as would a detailed listing of all the
contributors, but these quibbles and other comments should not detract from the
overall strengths of this work. The essays are thoroughly researched, informative,
and thought-provoking. They also are well-written and make for interesting reading. Changing Images ofthe Southwest clearly represents a major contribution to the
field of cultural studies.
Kevin Mulroy
Autry Museum of Western Heritage
American Women Afield: Writings by Pioneering Women Naturalists. By Marcia
Myers Bonta. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1995. xvi + 248 pp.
Illustrations, bibliography. $35.00 cloth, $15.95 paper).
Marcia Bonta's edited collection of female field naturalists' writings offers an
introduction to several generations of women who devoted their lives to the study,
conservation, and preservation of nature. The collection includes excerpts from
important early naturalists, such as Susan Fenimore Cooper and Mary Treat, who
published influential books between ·1850 and 1890. These women set the stage for
the ranks of female botanists, ornithologists, and entomologists who traipsed all
over North and South America alone, in each other's company, and with scientist
husbands in the early twentieth century.
Bonta's selections range from classic scientific articles that appeared in professional journals to nature essays aimed at a general public, to personal accounts taken
from unpublished travel journals and letters. In each case, the excerpt emphasizes
the woman's commitment to the conservation of wild nature, providing a unifying
theme across the selections. One of the most interesting pieces is Edith Patch's
rueful account of how her study of a potato aphid's habit of overwintering in wild
rose bushes led the potato industry in Maine to destroy the roses.
Bonta includes a brief preface summarizing the history of women's field work
as well as a short biographical sketch before each selection. Bonta notes that she
subordinated "professional attainments" to the women's "ability to write well about
their work" in choosing which women to include (p. xiv). Even so, the collection is
uneven in terms of style and narrative ability among the women.
This collection is meant to serve as a companion to Bonta's history of Ameri:
can women naturalists, Women in the Field. The books mesh reasonably well. The
main problem with both, however, is the focus on a narrow range of women's work
in the field. In limiting her study to women in fairly typical arenas (like botany and
ornithology) and to women working in the Americas, Bonta leaves out the rich work
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and writings of women who studied larger animals, on various frontiers, in the
American West, and in Africa. The story of women's feelings about nature is enriched a good deal when their contact with bears, wolves, apes, and elephants is
included:
Vera Norwood
University ofNew Mexico

Lives ofthe Bigamists: Marriage, Family, and Community in Colonial Mexico. By
Richard Boyer. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1995. x + 340 pp.
Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
This intriguing study of colonial society from the sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries is based on a careful analysis of 216 bigamy files contained in
Mexico's Archivo General de la Nacion. Richard Boyer uses testimony from the
proceedings of New Spain's Inquisition to investigate the world of Mexico's
"plebians, lower orders, ordinary people and the like" (p. 3).
An initial chapter profiles the Holy Office of the Inquisition and explains its
role in prosecuting the offense of bigamy. Three subsequent chapters use numerous
case studies of bigamists in order.to explore colonial families and the socialization of
children, and to examine the realities of marriage and married life. In these discussions of colonial Mexican society, Boyer highlights the varied options of men whose
working lives often led them away from one marriage and into another. At the same
time, he underscores the limited options of women and the extent to which wives
tolerated their roles as submissive and often abused partners.
A final chapter uses Inquisition testimony to consider how information was
transmitted within colonial Mexico and between Mexico and the Old World. Here,
the author shows how the words and actions of commoners reflected a particular
social structure and a particular set of norms and expectations. In an interesting
conclusion, Boyer argues that the Inquisition had, at best, a tenuous influence on the
behavior ofthe colonial populace. Indeed, in the rearing of children, the arrangement
of marriages, and the relationships between husbands and wives, colonial Mexicans
were active agents who often shaped their lives independently of church and state.
Complemented by extensive notes, Lives ofthe Bigamists is a valuable contribution
to the field of colonial social history. While demonstrating the wealth of a single
archival source, Boyer has skillfully recaptured the culture of another era.
Suzanne B. Pasztor
Randolph-Macon College

The New Chapter in United States-Russian Relations: Opportunities and Challenges. Edited by Sharyl Cross and Marina A. Oborotova. (Westport, Connecticut:
Greenwood Press, 1994. xi + 227. Notes, bibliography, index, $57.50.)
The tumultuous decade that witnessed the collapse of the Soviet system has
produced an unprecedented moment in United States-Russian relations. For the
first time in over two centuries these countries are not separated by profound
ideological differences (autocracy versus democracy; communism versus capitalism). Today, both nations profess commitment to political democracy and market
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economics and proclaim a desire to move in the direction of cooperation,partnership, and even friendship. But can Russia and the United States realize the potential
of this unique situation, and if so, how? The contributors to the volume under
review seek to provide some answers.
Professors Sharyl Cross and Marina Oborotova have brought together a highly
qualified Russian and American team of analysts from the worlds of academe, business, and diplomacy to develop a multi-sided discussion of the possibilities and
problems inherent in the current circumstances. The result is a collection of essays
that is valuable for scholars, students, and citizens seeking to inform themselves
about a rapidly changing scene.
After the introduction by Cross and Oborotova that sketches the background
in broad lines, the essays in the volume can be divided into four groups. The first
section deals with the military and diplomatic remnants of the cold war. Here Igor
Neverov skillfully traces the course of arms reduction efforts from the days of
Mikhail Gorbachev to the present, William Potter follows United States and Russian efforts in the area of nuclear non-proliferation, while Konstantin Sorokin and
Constantine Danopoulos treat the problems of military-civilian conversion in the
two societies. The next three essays examine the prospects for Russo-American
economic and business relations. Deborah Palmieri presents an overview of economic ties between the United States and Russia since the end of the cold war,
Andrei Kolosovsky and Vadim Udalov concentrate on exploring the possibilities of
economic partnership, and Nikolay Chelishchev gives readers a brief but insightful
case study of potential cooperation in the area of geology and mining. The third
section of the book consists of a pair of essays by Barbara Jancar-Webster and Igor
Zevelev, respectively that examine two general problems-environmental protection and human rights-areas in which the United States and Russia appear to have
common concerns. In the final segment, Robin Remington, Fred Wehling, and Gregory Gleason treat issues in three geographic areas that hold considerable potential
for both conflict and cooperation: the Balkans, the Middle East, and the newlyindependent countries of Central Asia.
The studies in this volume do not afford a united view of the current situation
and its possibilities. But taken as a whole, they remind us that while United StatesRussian relations have greatly improved since the end of the Soviet regime, many
things have become more complicated. Moreover, continuities are sometimes much
more comfortable than new beginnings, however positive. Thus while the United
States and the U.S.S.R. were bitter rivals during the cold war, in the areas of arms
control and nuclear non-proliferation the two superpowers developed clear understandings, rules of the game, and many common interests. But now that this great
contest has been relegated to the past, new types of conflict have emerged. Russia's
need for hard currency and her desire for different sources of influence have led her
to undertake the sale of reactor technology which, to American eyes, appears likely
to give "rogue" states such as Iran increased capacity to develop atomic weapons.
And while doing business in post-communist Russia ultimately has enormous potential for profit and mutual advantage. At the moment it presents many more
problems and frustrations than did economic dealings in the days of the commissars.
Getting to da was often easier when things were centralized and only one opinion
mattered in the end. Today, the would be American businessman in Russia must
learn to deal with a cacophony of voices and conflicting laws as well as crime and
corruption on an unprecedented scale.
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A short review cannot hope to do justice to this rich and valuable collection.
Suffice it to say that it represents the kind offruitful Russo-American cooperation
that will, we hope, develop in other spheres as well. The only significant criticism
this to reviewer has to offer is to lament the absence of a final essay that might have
pulled together the diverse ideas the book presents. But perhaps the times themselves preclude such an effort, as rapid changes make neat conclusions and confident
predictions impossible. The pages of history are turning swiftly and today's "new
chapter" in Russo-American relations may soon be succeeded by another, requiring
a new set of essays to assess it. If the editors and authors of that future collection
serve their readers as well as Cross, Oborotova, and the contributors to the present
volume have served theirs, they will have done well indeed.
Richard G. Robbins, Jr.
University ofNew Mexico

Sol White's History of Colored Baseball. By Sol White. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1995. lxv + 187 pp. Illustrations, tables, appendixes, index. $26.00.)
Jerry Malloy aptly labels Sol White's History ofColored Baseball "the Dead
Sea Scrolls of black professional baseball's pioneering community" (p. xvi). White's
book is a reprint of the original 1907 volume and includes a number of articles as
well as correspondence between a number of baseball personnel concerning blacks in
the major leagues. White examines the developments that led to the start of black
baseball, tells of the great early black players, speculates about black and white
relations (particularly blaCK ballplayers in the majors), and describes the business of
black baseball. The introduction provides valuable background information and corrects the few factual errors that appear in White's History. Malloy also discusses
White's historiographical contribution as a primary and secondary source.
As a primary source, White examines the development of black baseball from
its beginnings in New York through the 1907 season. He explains that in the early
years of baseball owners and team supporters treated black and white ball players
equally. Segregation had not yet divided America, and White refers to the 18705 and
1880s as a "heyday" for blacks in baseball. While black players may have suffered
maltreatment off the field, on the field they were seen as equals by most of the
spectators and other players.
With the arrival of nearly nationwide segregation, black players were treated
differently. They were no longer allowed on major league teams, and many all-white
teams now refused to play theall-black teams. The black players were forced to set
up their own leagues. At first they faltered, but by 1907 black baseball was fairly
well entrenched in America. Blacks primarily played one another. White points out,
however, that when a black team played a white team, games took on a whole new
meaning. The game was no longer just about baseball, it was about racial pride, and
the black teams often outplayed their white counterparts. Much of the information
provided by White in this part of the book is found nowhere but here.
White's History is also a valuable secondary source. As a black ball player,
White felt firsthand the demoralizing effects of segregation. He writes of the poor
treatment that blacks received at the hands of whites in and out of baseball. Yet,
White's work and in
White and other black baseball players remained optimistic.
letters which appear in this volume, players remark that the baseball diamond is the

In

210

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1996

one place where blacks can demonstrate their equality with whites. All write that
they have hope for the future that blacks will succeed in the major leagues and in
American society in general. With much of the work published about black baseball
to date examining the post-World War I period, Sol White's History of Colored
Baseball fills an important gap in the historiography.
James E. Tapp
Florida State University
Ruidoso Country. By Frank Mangan. (El Paso, Texas: Mangan Books, 1994. 191 pp.
Illustrations, maps, charts, bibliography, index. $39.95.)

The name Mangan Books has become almost synonymous with the name of
Leon Metz and with clean, high quality publication. This fine volume will not
detract from that reputation. The introduction is by Metz and the quality of the
publication is high indeed. Having said that, let me hasten to add that this is a
difficult book to review for two reasons. First, Mangan does not define specifically
what Ruidoso "country" is. It seems to be the area around the village of Ruidoso and
anything that has a connection with it in Frank Mangan's mind. Second, Mangan
seems unable to decide ifhe wanted to do a travel guide, a history book, or a display
of historic and recent photographs. This lack offocus, geographically and thematically, makes the book a bit uneven.
It is as a travel guide that the book is weakest. That Mangan loves the area,
there can be no doubt. But each of the communities at which he looks has a Chamber
of Commerce, and they do travel pamphlets that are more useful than Mangan's
efforts and with much the same sort of material.
As a history book, Mangan is more successful. One can see the careful guidance
of Leon Metz in these areas, and Metz knows his stuff. Some of the history is a
stretch, however. It is difficult trying to make heavy connection between the Ruidoso
area and the Spanish entrada, yet Mangan tries. The ground becomes much firmer
with the Anglo migration into the area and Mangan gets better as he progresses. His
history is based primarily on secondary sources, but they are well marshalled and
clearly arranged. His section on the Lincoln County War is a clear telling of a complicated series of events. As is pro forma, the tale centers on Billy the Kid, and that
is a disappointment to those of us who urge a telling of the war sans Billy. Again,
those of us who know and admire Metz can see and hear the biographer of Pat
Garrett echoing through these pages. Where Mangan reaches his stride is in the
chapters dealing with the history of the immediate area around Ruidoso during the
1920s-1940s. He has produced history that is readable, fresh, and useful. His interviews of old-time residents add a dimension that one rarely gets in dealing with local
history. Their trust in Mangan must be great indeed.
Where this book is most successful, however, is as a display of photographs.
The pictures are worth the price of the book, especially if you want to give the book
as a gift. Mangan presents photographs that are just right for his text: well placed,
with clear cutlines. The reproduction is first quality without a blur in the bunch.
Only one minor complaint: Mangan has no listing of photo credits that would allow
other researchers to make contact with the owners of the photographs. Mangan
Books and Frank Mangan are to be congratulated for this volume and for bridging
the gap between the usual coffee table book and an acceptable history book.

BOOK REVIEWS

211

This reviewer would be remiss if he did not point out one egregious error: the
owner ofthe Three Rivers Ranch, and recent senatorial candidate, is Colin McMillan,
not Carl McMillan as Mangan has him-politicians like to have their names spelled
correctly.
David H. Townsend
New Mexico State University at Alamogordo. Emeritus
Arizona: A History. By Thomas E. Sheridan. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1995. xvii + 434 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $50.00 cloth, $25.95
paper.)
Thomas E. Sheridan, an ethnohistorian at the Arizona State Museum in Tucson, has written a sprightly, comprehensive, accurate history of the region carved
from western New Mexico in 1863. Weighing in at under four hundred pages of text
and attractively designed, it exhibits the long view of the state from paleo-Indians
to the Central Arizona Project, with emphasis on the twentieth century. The author
intends his work for a wide general audience of adult readers, which it undoubtedly
will reach, but in paperback it could supply a hundred high school and college
classrooms in Arizona that have been without a good one-volume textbook for
twenty years. Teachers, however, will have to use his interpretations as counterpoints to their own, or else adjust their class topics to his three-phase-presentation.
Sheridan tells the Arizona story topically and selectively in three overlapping
phases. "Incorporation" explains how the northern end of Sonora, with its peaceful
O'odham Indians and hostile Apaches, became part of the United States Territory
of New Mexico by 1854, and how subsequent Anglo settlement provoked the final
Indian wars. "Extraction" treats agriculture, mining, and transportation from their
beginnings into the 1920s. "Transformation" seeks to explain how a frontier of
isolated towns, serving farms, stock ranches, and mines, came presently to be an
urban outlier of southern California culture and a desert economy based on water. It
is also, according to Sheridan, the playground of international tourism and the land
fraud capital of America.
This is, of course, one writer's distillation of a large store of sources that he
acknowledges and tries to summarize in a thirty-five page bibliographic essay.
Many equally well-prepared historians will challenge his assumption that territorial politics and politicians were not important enough to mention, or that "A
military miscalculation known as the Bascom Affair touched off" the Apache wars
(p. 67). Some may reject his tripartite scheme, but it certainly helps explain the
state's peculiar character at the close of the twentieth century. Sheridan is a facile
writer, the acclaimed author of a book about the Mexican community of Tucson, and
he is fiercely possessive of his native state. Every newcomer to Arizona (and that is
90 percent of her population) should read this book and start thinking about how to
get the state off the track to self destruction.
If the book has a real shortcoming, it is Sheridan's neglect of the state's northern half before 1900. He knows that the state "is only a set of arbitrary lines on a
map" and "When you write about the history of Arizona, you have to write about
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other places as well" (p. xiv). But on close reading we find nothing substantial about
people and events north of the Mogollon Rim until the 1890s. And, although Sheridan
usually has his facts straight, a reader sometimes has trouble divining sources of
quotes within the bibliographic essay. The book badly needs citation notes.
Sheridan's Arizona is the most useful and thought-provoking book to fall into
my hands in several years. For readers outside the state, it will become the standard
reference.
Andrew Wallace
Northern Arizona University

Trials and Triumphs: A Colorado Portrait ofthe Great Depression, With FSA Photographs. By Stephen J. Leonard. (Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 1993.
272 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
Throughout the 1990s, the Colorado Historical Society has planned a series of
twelve-month retrospectives on the significance of the twentieth century to the
Centennial State. With the possible exception of California, few western states have
chosen in recent years to reflect upon their existence since the arrival of modern
technology, urban growth, wartime spending, and the leisure economy that sustains
them. While Colorado has its share of nostalgia-laden museums, history courses,
and gentrified mining towns, it also has a well-educated populace that consumes
more readily than its neighboring states information and imagery about the meaning
of modernization and its discontents.
To emphasize that commitment to learning about the past, the Colorado Historical Society commissioned a prominent local historian and faculty member of
Metropolitan State College of Denver, Stephen J. Leonard, to write an accompanying volume for the 1993 exhibition of photographs and artifacts of the Great Depression and the New Deal. Leonard is best known for his work as co-author with
Carl Abbott and David McComb of a textbook on the state, as well as co-author
with Thomas Noel of Denver: From Mining Camp to Metropolis. His knowledge of
the minutiae of state history, and his flair for the dramatic, set this book apart from
the standard issue of museum catalogues-a condition abetted by the excellent collections held by the historical society, and by the fortuitous presence in the state in
the 1930s of prominent New Deal agency photographers.
Where Leonard speaks most eloquently is in his unabashed criticism of the
ambivalence and seeming hypocrisy of Colorado elected officials towards the largesse emanating from Washington under the rubric of social welfare and economic
relief. This reviewer has often been struck by Colorado's confused identity: whether
to be rural or urban, small or large, sophisticated or backward, generous or selfish.
All these emotions and forces were in play in the turmoil of the 1930s, when the
state witnessed a 50 percent decline in its per capita income, and Colorado's vaunted
independence from government could not sustain the prosperity that had set it
apart from its Rocky Mountain peers.
New Mexico readers of this volume would do well to compare the story of the
Centennial State to that of their own, noting how the "Land of Enchantment" (as the
New Deal governor, Clyde Tingley, referred to his adopted home) fared poorly in
comparison. Leonard lamented Colorado's collapse economically from over $800 in
per capita income in 1929 to $600 four years later. Yet he did not look at the
desperation of its southern neighbor, where each New Mexican earned but $209 in

BOOK REVIEWS

213

1933 (some two-thirds below that of Colorado, and a mere 54 percent of the nation
as a whole). This might also explain why so many Hispanic New Mexicans poured
across the border at Raton, Durango, and Alamosa looking for work in the fields and
factories of Colorado-a situation exploited by the Democratic governor, Edwin C.
Johnson, in 1936 when he called out the state militia to prevent Hispanic access to
his state. Leonard uses the damning pictures taken by Franklin D. Roosevelt's
"socialistic" photographers to reveal the bizarre nature of race and politics in the
Centennial State, a condition that has not quite disappeared with the passing of six
decades.
The ambition of the Colorado Historical Society is to be congratulated, along
with the labors of Leonard. While some might be puzzled by the book's encyclopedic style (much of the data is drawn from newspaper clippings), there is a great
amount of detail that has not seen the light of day in textbooks or popular literature
on a state that claimed in the 1990 census to have the highest percentage of college
graduates in the country. New Mexico scholars have recently begun to confront the
complexity and challenge of modern life, and they would do well to follow the path
marked by their northern cousins in chronicling the "trials and triumphs" that have
made the Rocky Mountain West what it is today.
Michael Welsh
University ofNorthern Colorado
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BOOK NOTES

The Architecture and Sculpture of Oaxaca, 1530s-1930s. By Robert J.
Mullen. (Tempe: Arizona State University Center for Latin American Studies, 1995. xxxii + 424 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, bibliography,
index. $60.00.)
Heroes on Horseback: A Life and Times of the Last Gaucho Caudillos.
By John Charles Chasteen. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1995. x + 241 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00
cloth, $19.95 paper.)
Roping the Wind: A Personal History of Cowboys and the Land. By
Lyman Hafen. (Logan: Utah State University Press, 1995.150 pp. $14.95
paper.)
Facing the Music. By Bruce Berger. (Lewiston, Idaho: Confluence Press,
1995. 46 pp. $10.00 paper.) A book of poems.
Father Peter John De Smet: Jesuit in the West. By Robert C. Carriker.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1995. xx + 266. Illustrations,
maps, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Potters ofMata Ortiz (Los Ceramistas de Ortiz): Transforming a Tradition. By Bill Gilbert. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Art Museum, 1995. 63 pp. Illustrations, maps. $22.95 paper.) Catalogue.
Civilizations and World Systems: Studying World Historical Change.
Edited by Stephen K. Sanderson. (Walnut Creek, California: Alta Mira
Press, 1995. 324 pp. Charts, tables, notes, bibliographies, index. $46.00
cloth, $24.95 paper.)
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Triggernometry: A Gallery of Gunfighters. By Eugene Cunningham.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1996. xxxv + 446 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $18.95 paper.) Reprint ofthe 1941 edition.
Antrim is My Stepfather's Name: The Boyhood ofBilly the Kid. By Jerry
Weddle. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press for the Arizona
Historical Society, 1993. xvi + 96 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $16.95 paper.)
Hanging Judge. By Fred Harvey Harrington. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1996. xvii + 204 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index.
$12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1951 edition.
The Place Names ofNew Mexico. By Robert Julyan. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1996. xxviii + 385 pp. Bibliography. $39.95
cloth, $19.95 paper.)
Signal to Depart: A Novel. By M.H. Salmon. (Silver City, New Mexico:
High Lonesome Books, 1995.216 pp. Illustrations. $21.95 cloth, $12.95
paper.)
Blood ofthe Monster: The Nez Perce Coyote Cycle. By Deward E. Walker,
Jr. and Daniel N. Matthews. (Worland, Wyoming: High Plains Publishing
Company, Inc., 1994. 244 pp. Illustrations, table, map, bibliography, index. $32.50.)
Phoenix: The History of a Southwestern Metropolis. By Bradford
Luckingham. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1989. xi + 316 pp.
Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, index. $12.95 paper.)
John Dillinger Slept Here: A Crooks' Tour of Crime and Corruption in
St. Paul, 1920-1936. By Paul Maccabee. (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1995. xx + 362 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $24.95 paper.)

NEWS NOTES

To our readers, please note that we made an error in proofreading
the spine of the January 1996 issue, volume 71: I. Although the volume
number is correct, the year on the spine reads 1995. We apologize for
any inconvenience this oversight may have caused.
The New Mexico Historical Review proudly announces The Eleanor
Adams Prize for the best article appearing in the Review on her specialty: colonial New Spain and the Spanish Borderlands. The $500 biennial prize honors Professor Adams, editor of the Review from 1964 to
1975. Judges for the 1996-1997 award are John L. Kessell, Richard E.
Greenleaf, and Marc Simmons. The first winner will be announced in the
April 1998 issue. Friends of Professor Adams and the Review who wish
to make tax-deductible memorial gifts to the prize fund are urged to send
them to The Adams Prize/UNM Foundation, Hodgin Hall, University of
New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131.
The Los Alamos Historical Society will hold its annual meeting and
banquet 14 May 1996 at 6:30 p.m. in the Pajarito Room of Fuller Lodge.
Earl Porter of Westerners International will provide the evening's talk on
"Grist Mills of New Mexico." The society will also host a photographic
exhibit, Project Crossroads: The Bikini Tests o/the Atomic Bomb, from
July to November 1996. The exhibit, drawn from the society's archival
holdings, will include personal letters, recollections, photographs, and
memorabilia from the project. The Rittenhouse Photographic Survey
will continue on display until 30 April 1996. For more information on
upcoming events and exhibits, or for a membership application, please
contact the Los Alamos Historical Society, 1921 Juniper Street, P.O. Box
43, Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544-0043. Phone (505) 662-4493.
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The Amon Carter Museum will host the exhibition Thomas Eakins
and the Swimming Hole until 5 May 1996. The show, centered on Eakins's
famous painting, The Swimming Hole, includes over forty works by Eakins
and his circle. The museum has published a scholarly book with the
same title. Edited by Dorren Bolger and Sarah Cash, the publication contains 176 pages, 22 color plates, 84 black-and-white illustrations, and
sells for $30 (softcover only). For further information on this exhibit and
book or other events please contact the Public Relations Office, Amon
Carter Museum, 3501 Camp Bowie Road, Fort Worth, Texas 76107-2695.
Phone (817) 738-1933.

Hard Twist: Western Ranch Women, photography of Barbara Van
Cleve is on exhibit at the National Cowboy Hall of Fame. In connection
with the 35th Annual Western Heritage Awards, the National Cowboy
Hall of Fame opened a major traveling exhibition of renowned photographer Barbara Van Cleve on 16 March 1996. The stunning collection of
black-and-white photographs tells the story of the typical, yet remarkable women of the West. The exhibit will remain on display through 2
June 1996. The Making of Lonesome Dove will also be shown until 2
June. Included in the display will be photography, costumes, scripts,
and other memorabilia presented by William Witliff, author of the screenplay for the acclaimed CBS mini-series Lonesome Dove. Several other
exhibits and events are planned for the upcoming months. For further
information, please contact the Office of Public Relations, National Cowboy Hall of Fame, 1700 Northeast 63rd Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73111. Phone (405) 478-2250, ext. 221 or 259.
Announcing three new books from the Center for the American West.
Europeans in the American West Since 1800: A Bibliography, Florence
R. J. Goulesque, editor. $15.00 (includes mailing), paper only (81 pages).
A useful bibliographical listing of western European groups in the American West since 1800. Explorations in American History, Sandra Varney
MacMahon and Louis Tanner, editors. $15.00 (includes mailing), paper
only (230 pages). A collection of essays broadly treating the frontier
and American West. Navajos, Apaches, and Pueblos Since 1940: A
Selective Bibliography, N. Jill Howard, editor. $15.00 (includes mailing),
paper only (82 pages). A selective bibliography listing the major books
and essays since 1940 about these three tribal groups. To order any of
these three books or to inquire about other materials, please contact the
Center for the American West, Department of History, University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131-1 181.
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The Historical Society of New Mexico will hold its 1996 annual conference on the campus of New Mexico Highlands University, Las Vegas,
New Mexico, 18-20 April. For further information, please contact Robert
J. Torrez at the Society, P.O. Box 1912, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504.
Phone (505) 827-7332.
Nancy N. Hanks has been selected by the Board of Editors as this
year's winner of the Gilberto Espinosa Prize for the best article appearing in volume 70 of the New Mexico Historical Review. Hanks's article,
"French Secular Clergy in New Mexico Territory: Images of the Mission," appeared in the April 1995 issue. Gilberto Espinosa was a lawyer
and long term consultant to the Review; the award includes a $100 prize.
Following Espinosa's death, friends and family established the prize in
1983 to honor superior work in New Mexico history. Hanks earned her
doctorate in historical geography at the University of Oklahoma. She
currently lives in Santa Fe.
The New Mexico Historical Review will be operating with a World
Wide Web (WWW) site by the end of April. For interested readers, our
address on the Web is: http://www.unm.edu/-nmhr .

